
Rabbi Bernstein is often called the “birth 
mother of the Jewish environmental 
movement” because she founded 

Shomrei Adamah, Keepers of the Earth. In 1988, 
when she began, this was the first national 
Jewish environmental organization in the U.S.  
More than 30 years later Rabbi Bernstein is still 
writing and teaching about the importance of 
environmental stewardship and its relationship 
to Judaism. The author of several books, she 
most recently published an ecologically oriented 
Passover Haggadah called The Promise of the 
Land, which is available for purchase through 
the BEKI Sisterhood Gift Shop.  Ecologically 
speaking, she explains, the promise of the land 
is everything the earth promises, and we are 
dependent on all its gifts. 
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