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Kosher for Pesah guidelines are 
available in the “Rabbinical Assembly 
Pesah Guide” in the BEKI literature 
rack (also available by request from 
the office) and at www.rabbinicalas-
sembly.org. 

Pre-Pesah Shabbat Evening Dinner at BEKI
Come to BEKI for Shabbat dinner 15 April 2011 as you 

prepare your own kitchen for Pesah. A dairy Shabbat dinner 
will be available for the highly subsidized price to those who 
make reservations by 4:59p 11 April of $12.00 per adult or 
$6.00 per child under 13 or $36.00 per household and will 
include soup, salad, entree, beverage, fruit and dessert. Please 
sign up early as space is limited. Surcharge for later reserva-
tions may apply.

Selling of Hametz
During the eight days of Pesah (Passover), it is forbidden 

for Jews to eat or own edible hametz. Hametz is any product 
containing wheat, barley, oats, spelt or rye that has not been 
especially prepared kosher for Pesah. Ideally, one physically 
disposes of all hametz by the morning before Pesah. In order 
to be sure that this has taken place, or to avoid the loss of 
expensive hametz such as liquor, you can sell your hametz 
for the period of Pesah. If you would like to authorize Rabbi 
Tilsen to sell your hametz to someone who is allowed to own 
it, please sign and return the form available at www.beki.org/
forms.html and in the literature rack. If you need a form faxed 
to you, give Peggy (203-389-2108 x14 or office@beki.org) 
your fax number or fax her at 203-389-5899. The form is a 

power of attorney allowing Rabbi Tilsen to sell your hametz 
for you. 

KINAHARA:  
Kosher for Pesah

Answers to frequently asked 
questions can be found at the 
website of the Kashrut Initiative of 
the New Haven Area Rabbinical As-
sembly, www.kinahara.org. 

Kulanu: Special Needs Seder
The Sisterhood of Congregation Beth El-Keser Israel, and 

BEKI’s Kulanu Havura outreach program, in conjunction with 
Jewish Family Service and Abel Catering, will host the twen-
ty-ninth annual Adult Special Needs Model Seder at BEKI 
on Tuesday 12 April. Each year the Sisterhood has hosted an 
enthusiastic group of Jewish adults from the New Haven area 
with a variety of special needs. This year, about 70 people are 
expected to participate. 

For many, this is their only taste of Passover and one that 
they relish and look forward to each year. The Torah teaches 
about four types of children, and the Hagada reminds us that 
we must tell the story of the Exodus to each son and daugh-
ter of Israel in the way that is most meaningful to him or her. 
Through the efforts of Sisterhood, our outreach coordinator, 
the generosity of ACI Catering and the good offices of the 
Jewish Family Services, the Exodus is re-enacted through 
song, food and story at a table set in the Passover tradition.

Kulanu is BEKI’s outreach program for adults with special 
needs. Kulanu is supported by The David & Lillian Levine 
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http://www.rabbinicalassembly.org
http://www.rabbinicalassembly.org
http://www.beki.org/forms.html
http://www.beki.org/forms.html
mailto:office@beki.org
http://www.beki.org/kulanu.html
http://www.beki.org/sisterhood.html
http://www.beki.org/kulanu.html


Visit us at www.beki.org          BEKI Bulletin April 20112

BEKI Bulletin
The newsletter is published monthly by Congregation 
Beth El-Keser Israel for the benefit of its members.
Congregation Beth El-Keser Israel is affiliated with the 
United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism.
To contribute articles or for inquiries regarding 
membership:
• Call the Synagogue office: (203) 389-2108
• Write: 85 Harrison Street, New Haven, CT 06515-1724
• Email: jjtilsen@beki.org
• Visit our web page: www.beki.org
For advertising information, call the synagogue office.
Deadline for submission of ads or articles is the first of 
the month preceding publication. 
Annual subscription is $36
BEKI Bulletin © 2011 Congregation Beth El-Keser Israel.
A Message from Rabbi Tilsen & Dear Rabbi  
© 2011 Jon-Jay Tilsen. All rights reserved.

Editor Rabbi Jon-Jay Tilsen
Associate Editor Donna Levine
Associate Editor Donna Kemper
Associate Editor Herbert Winer
Photographer Charles Ludwig

BEKI Bulletin April 2011

Web Buys
If you purchase from Amazon.com via this link 

www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect-home/
congregabethelke) or at www.beki.org through the 
“Amazon” box at the bottom of the page, BEKI re-
ceives a small commission on your purchase at no 
cost to you. You must use these links each time you 
access the merchant’s website in order for BEKI to 
receive a commission.

For information or to schedule your visit: 
203.275.8448  admissions@jhsct.org   www.jhsct.org 

Accepting 
Applications Now 

2710 Park Avenue, Bridgeport, CT 06604 
Directly adjacent to the Town of Fairfield in the newly renovated  

educational facilities of Congregation B’nai Israel 

It’s about our unique approach to building  
educational excellence on a foundation of  
Jewish tradition and values, an appreciation  
of modern culture and a firm belief in the  
importance of weaving learning into living.

To learn more about the Ezra Academy  
difference, visit www.ezraacademy.net

75 Rimmon Road, Woodbridge, CT
(203) 389-5500   www.ezraacademy.net

THERE IS A DIFFERENCE

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect-home/congregabethelke
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect-home/congregabethelke
http://www.beki.org
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Endowment for People with Special Needs at Congrega-
tion Beth El-Keser Israel, which is managed by the Jew-
ish Foundation of Greater New Haven.

Hagadot and Seder Plates at Giftshop
Hagadot (do-it-yourself guide and service books) for Pe-

sah, including the Rabbinical Assembly’s Passover Hagga-
dah: The Feast of Freedom, are available at the Sisterhood 
Giftshop and wherever fine Judaica is sold. The Giftshop 
also offers a significant collection of decorative seder plates 
and other Pesah supplies (such as toy frogs).

If you purchase your hagadot or other items from Ama-
zon.com or Buy.com and access these merchants via the 
links at www.beki.org/links.html, 
BEKI receives a small commission 
on your purchase, at no additional 
cost to you. You must use these links 
each time you access the merchants’ 
website in order for BEKI to receive 
a commission.

Siyyum Bekhorot:  
Feast or Famine

The Fast of the First Born is Mon-
day, April 18, the morning before 
the Pesah seder, beginning at dawn. 
Firstborn who attend the Monday 
morning service at 7 o’clock may 
conclude their fast by partaking of 
the seudat mitzva (obligatory feast) 
celebrating a siyyum, the conclusion of a study project. Ser-
vices and siyyum will end by 8:20 a.m. All may attend.

Bediqat Hametz and Biur Hametz
On the night of Sunday April 17, it is customary to 

perform Bediqat Hametz, the final check for leaven be-
fore Passover. This procedure can be done as a spiritual 
or fun ritual with children or adults. On the next morning, 
Monday April 18, it is customary to perform Biur Hametz, 
a final “search and destroy” mission for leaven, to insure 
compliance with the rule against possessing or eating 
hametz during the festival. Instructions for Bediqat Hametz 
and Biur Hametz can be found in most Hagadot, including 
the Rabbinical Assembly’s Passover Haggadah: The Feast 
of Freedom. 

Let All Who Are Hungry...
The Seder of Pesah is a wonderful opportunity to wel-

come others into our homes. Our congregation comprises 
many people who may not have extended family locally, 
do not have Jewish relatives, are new to the area, or who 
otherwise would benefit greatly from a Seder invitation. 
If you are able to open your Seder to additional guests, 
please contact Rabbi Tilsen at your earliest opportunity at 
(203) 389-2108 x10 or jjtilsen@beki.org. If you are able to 
host an adult who is a mental health services consumer or 
who has developmental disabilities, please contact Special 
Outreach Coordinator Ina Silverman, (203) 389-2108 x13 
or principal@beki.org.

Service Times for Pesah
There will be no public evening service at BEKI on 

Monday April 18 or Tuesday April 19, 
the evenings of the seders. On Tues-
day & Wednesday mornings, April 19 
and 20, festival services begin at 9:15 
a.m. The following week, the seventh 
and eighth days of Pesah, Monday 
& Tuesday April 25 and 26, festival 
services begin at 9:15 a.m.

Hol HaMoed:  
The Intermediate Days

While we observe the two initial 
and two final days of Pesah as major 
holidays, which include most of the 
restrictions on melakha (“work”) fol-
lowed on Shabbat, the intermediate 
days are observed as semi-holidays. 

Ideally, one avoids or minimizes melakha during this period 
as well, but in our setting most observant Jews simply go 
to work or school as usual. Melakha is a technical rabbinic 
term used to define the set of actions that are prohibited on 
the Sabbath Day, based on the 39 categories of acts in-
volved in creating the Temple, which is the Biblical context 
in which the term is used.

On the festival days (hag), tefillin are not worn, but on 
Hol HaMoed it is common to wear tefillin in the morning 
until after the amida and to remove them before Hallel. 
(Others omit tefillin altogether in this period.) During Hol 
HaMoed, as in the entire month of Nisan, the Tahanun (sup-
plication) is omitted in the daily services. Hallel and musaf 

News
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Continued from Page 1
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News

LifeCycle

are recited daily, and the passage Ya`ale veYavo is included 
in the amida and in Birkat haMazon (grace after meals).

The prohibition against possessing and eating hamets 
remains in force. One should seek to make the 
period celebratory. In the idyllic future, the 
period should be a general public holiday when 
all can skip work without concern for income or 
security.

Pesah Candle Lighting
The first night of Passover is Monday April 

18; candle lighting in New Haven is at 7:16 p.m. For the 
second night, candle lighting should be after 8:16 p.m. (an 
hour later). Because it is not permitted to strike matches on 
the Festival days, our practice is to light a flame before the 
festival begins that will burn at least 26 hours, and to use 
that flame to light the Pesah candles the second night. 

Candle lighting for the seventh day, Monday April 25, is 
at 7:25 p.m., and on Tuesday night April 26 after 8:25 p.m.

Sefira – Counting the Omer
At the second Seder (Tuesday night April 19), we begin 

daily sefirat ha-omer (counting of the omer), a counting 
of days to Shavuot, the next major festival. The counting, 

preferably done each night for 49 nights, is an expression 
of eager anticipation, commemorating the period of expec-
tation and preparation we experienced in the Exodus from 
Egypt until the revelation at Sinai.

The simple home ceremony is printed in most siddurim 
(prayer books), including Sim Shalom, immediately after 

the weekday evening service. While it is a mitzva 
prescribed for adults, sefirat ha-omer can also be 
a fun, artistic and joyous ritual for families with 
children.

In the days before printed calendars, calendar 
watches and daily newspapers, the sefira served 
to keep the liturgical calendar of the Jewish 
People synchronized, no simple accomplishment, 

given the dispersion and isolation of much of the commu-
nity. The term omer refers to the measure (one handful) of 
grain that was used to create a physical relic of the count-
ing. With a physical reminder, even illiterate people could 
do a recount in case they forgot the day’s number.

Families with young children may use this opportunity 
to help their children understand and experience anticipa-
tion, planning, counting and hope.

Teach us to number our days, that we may attain a heart 
of wisdom

  — Psalm 90:12

Passover
Continued from Page 3

Memorial Services
Morris Cohen: A memorial service for Morris Cohen is 

to be held at 2 p.m. on Sunday May 1 at Levinson Audito-
rium, Yale Law School, 127 Wall St., New Haven.

Terri Stern: A hanukat matseva (“unveiling”) ceremony 
for Terri Stern is to be held at noon on Sunday May 15 at 
King David Memorial Park in Neshaminy PA; details from 
Brian Karsif bkarsif@comcast.net.

Benei Mitzva
· Joni Weintraub, daughter of Daniel & Beth Wein-

traub, April 1-2, parashat Tazria – Shabbat HaHodesh
· Katya Labowe-Stoll, daughter of Steven Stoll & Sara 

Labowe-Stoll, May 20-21, parashat Behuqotai
· Leora Weitzman, daughter of Marc & Carol Cohen 

Weitzman, May 27-28, parashat BeMidbar

HaMaqom Yinahem 
With sorrow we note the passing of

Richard Samuel,  
father of Joanne (& David) Goldblum

Frank Frumento, Sr.,  
husband of Shirley Frumento

Joseph London,  
father of Sharon (& David) Bender

May the Almighty comfort those who 
mourn
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Torah for the Hungry Mind – Adult Studies

Darshanim
Joni Weintraub, bat mitzva, will 

serve as darshanit on Shabbat Ha-
Hodesh, parashat Tazria, April 2.

Mark Oppenheimer will serve 
as darshan on 
Shabbat parashat 
Metsora, April 9.

Matthew 
Wightman will 
serve as dar-
shan on Shabbat 
haGadol, parashat 
Aharei-mot, April 
16.

Darcy McGraw 
will serve as darshanit on Shabbat 
parashat Qedoshim, April 30.

Shabbatot
Shabbat Shalom  
Learners’ Minyan

The “Shabbat Shalom Learners’ 
Minyan,” which meets every other 
Saturday morning at 10:45 in the of-
fice, is an ideal 
setting for vet-
eran and novice 
shul-goers alike 
to become more 
comfortable and 
proficient in the 
Shaharit (morn-
ing) and Torah 
services in a sup-
portive setting. Expertly led by Steven 
Fraade, Rabbi Alan Lovins, Rabbi 

Murray Levine, Rabbi Eric Silver 
and others, the Shabbat Shalom Learn-
ers’ Minyan is a nurturing exploration 
of practice and 
theory presented 
in a participatory, 
non-threatening 
and multi-gen-
erational setting. 
Many members 
who take advan-
tage of this unique 
offering feel a 
deeper sense of awe born of increased 
understanding and appreciation of the 
services. Everyone is welcome to par-
ticipate regardless of religious status 
or background.

Shabbat Schmooze
A Shabbat af-

ternoon conversa-
tion with educator 
and poet Shulam-
ith Chernoff is 
slated for April 
30, following the 
morning service 
and qiddush 
(about 12:45 p.m.) 
in the Rosenkrantz 
Family Library.

Mondays
Rashi Study Group:  
Last Call

The RSG began in January 1994 
with the first verse of Genesis and is 
currently reading the final verses of 
Deuteronomy. The group will con-
clude its reading in April and plans 
to celebrate a siyyum (conclusion of 
study) on Shabbat morning April 16. 
Each Monday morning from 7:45 to 
8:30 adults meet in the Library Chapel 
to read Rashi’s commentary on the 
Torah. It is possible to join the study 
group for one of the final meetings. 

Knowledge of Hebrew is not neces-
sary. Rashi purported to explain the 
peshat of the text, 
i.e., the meaning 
in its histori-
cal, literary and 
linguistic context. 
The Rashi Study 
Group meets 
immediately fol-
lowing the 7 a.m. 
shaharit service. 
Most participants 
attend the service before the Study 
Group. With Jon-Jay Tilsen.

Wednesdays
Word for the Day

The Wednesday morning service 
(shaharit) features a 90-second “He-
brew word for the day” to promote the 
learning of Hebrew. The Hebrew lan-
guage is highly structured. Most words 
are based on three-letter roots, and 
are made with a limited set of verb or 
noun forms. By learning a few dozen 
roots and a small set of word-forms, it 
is possible to roughly translate Hebrew 
words isolated from any context. The 
Word for the Day often relates to the 
weekly scriptural readings, enhanc-
ing personal study and public Torah 
discussion. The Wednesday morning 
service normally begins at 7 and ends 
at 7:31. (The service ends later on Hol 
HaMoed, Hanuka, Rosh Hodesh and 
other holidays; Word for the Day is not 
presented on those occasions.) 

Rabbis’ Study Group
Wednesdays with Murray is a week-

ly study group exclusively for rabbis, 
facilitated by Rabbi Murray Levine. 
The Wednesday study group affords 
local rabbis an opportunity to pursue 
their own talmud torah (Torah study) 
in a “safe” setting and with opportuni-

Continued on Page 6
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Mark OppenheimerJoni Weintraub

Alan Lovins

Steven Fraade

Shulamith 
Chernoff

Jon-Jay Tilsen
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Torah for the Hungry Mind – Adult Studies (continued)

ties to learn from 
each other’s expe-
rience and insight. 
The study group 
meets Wednesday 
mornings in the 
Rosenkrantz Fam-
ily Library. For 
more information, 
call Rabbi Murray 
Levine at (203) 397-2513.

Thursdays
Mini Morning  
Learning Service

The Thursday morning services are 
dedicated to encouraging those learn-
ing to serve as ba`alei tefila (precen-
tors or prayer leaders), ba`alei qeri’a 

(Torah readers), gabbaim and other 
leaders, and are sometimes supple-
mented with commentary and teaching 
relating to the history, themes, cho-
reography and language of the daily 
morning service. Shaharit service is 
from 8:15 to 9:05 on Thursdays; on 
other weekdays, the service begins at 
7 a.m.

Sanhedrin Talmud  
Study Group

The Sanhedrin Talmud Study Group 
meets weekly on Thursdays during 
the lunch hour (12:30 to 1:30). The 
Group has met weekly since 1999. 
For some participants, this is their first 
direct experience with Talmud text; 
for others, it is a continuation of a long 
journey. The Group focuses on the 
issues raised in the Talmud, with less 
attention to the technical aspects of the 

text. Knowledge 
of Hebrew or Ar-
amaic is helpful 
but not required.

The San-
hedrin Study 
Group meets in 
BEKI’s Rosen-
krantz Family 
Library. For in-
formation, contact Isaiah Cooper at his 
law office icooper@cooperlaw.net . 

Every Day
Divrei Torah on the Web

A collection of Divrei Torah (Torah 
commentaries) and essays by members 
and Rabbi Tilsen is posted on BEKI’s 
website under “Adult Studies” and 
“Meet Rabbi Tilsen.” For a complete 
list, see http://beki.org/hungry.html .

Adult Studies
Continued from Page 5

Murray Levine

Isaiah Cooper

I WANT YOU . . .

 . . . TO ATTEND 
DAILY SERVICES

mailto:icooper@cooperlaw.net
http://beki.org/hungry.html
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BEKI Kids

Kadima in the Technological Age
How the Internet Helps Our Youth Groups

As a member of the technologically 
hip generation, I have had the luxury 
of growing up with the Internet as a 
part of my young-adult and adult life. 
Since I was about 11 years old, I have 
had an Instant Mes-
senger screen name – 
and an email address 
soon after that as 
well. And during my 
college career, an 
unknown site called 
Facebook became the 
new “it” thing. With 
all these additions to 
the Internet – blogs, 
social networking, 
video streaming, etc. 
– I am now able to 
use those tools to my 
advantage. 

Having worked 
for my first year out of college as an 
online marketing account manager for 
a major film company, I learned about 
the utter need for an online presence 
in today’s world. Without a website or 
a Facebook page or even an email ad-
dress, you simply do not exist. Having 
said that with a hint of sarcasm, it is 
slightly true; for young persons today 
not to have a Facebook page, they are 
met with a shocked reaction by their 
peers of “Are you serious? Why not?” 

When I was hired to become BEKI-
BJ Kadima’s chapter advisor, my 
first order of business was to create 

an online presence for our chapter. I 
began with Blogspot.com, a widely 
used free blog-hosting site; I created a 
chapter website to provide parents and 
kids with all event information and 

forms, along with event photos and 
updates. I was excited to be changing 
the way Kadima efforts are executed, 
one website at a time. I then set up 
an elegant group-emailing platform 
through ConstantContact.com, some-
thing that would be quite expensive if 
not for B’nai Jacob’s active member-
ship (which Kadima makes use of). 
Once email and the website were set, 
I created a Facebook.com group for 
our chapter, to allow for site members 
to check event updates easily. And 
how could a group not have an official 
email, remaining the same from year 

to year? So I made a free Gmail.com 
account for our chapter, easily orga-
nizing all our emails into one place. 

Last, I “whipped up” very afford-
able business cards through VistaPrint.

com, to pass out to 
parents unfamiliar with 
our web address and 
email – without having 
to write the information 
(especially on Shab-
bat).

Although all these 
modes of providing 
information require 
frequent work on my 
part to remain accurate 
and high quality, it is 
an effort worth making. 
I hope that these ideas 
will catch on, and will 
help to get information 

to group members in an easy-to-read 
and easy-to-find manner.

Please view our “Klog” blog here: 
http://bekibjkadima.blogspot.com 

And visit our Facebook page by 
typing into the Facebook search bar: 
“BEKI-BJ Kadima”

Please feel free to email me at: 
bekibjkadima@gmail.com 

Sarah Oren
BEKI-BJ Kadima Advisor
The youth group of the Conserva-

tive movement for 5th – 8th Graders

http://bekibjkadima.blogspot.com
mailto:bekibjkadima@gmail.com
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The Jewish Historical Societies of Greater New Haven 
and Hartford have participated in a project begun by the 
Jewish Women’s Archive in Brookline, Mass., to record 
the stories of American Jewish Women whose lives were 
changed by World War II. Local interviews were conducted 
by Rhoda Sachs Zahler, and are part of the JHSGNH ar-
chives. Segments of the interviews may be found on a new 
website created by Cynthia Beth Rubin. Please take a look 
at: www.jhsgnh.org/jw-ww2/ . Some of the women inter-
viewed will participate in the program following the film.

 All invited to this Sunday Brunch program which will 
feature Estelle Kafer, Executive Director of the Jewish His-
torical Society of Greater Hartford presenting their recent 
documentary film on the topic:

PRIDE, HONOR AND COURAGE: 
JEWISH WOMEN REMEMBER  
WORLD WAR II

Women in the military served in a number of capacities – 
they were nurses, weather observers, cryptographers, radio 
operators, sheet metal workers, parachute riggers, bomb-

sight maintenance specialists, aerial photograph analysts, 
control tower operators, pilots, glass blowers, and lab, 
surgical and dental technicians. At home, women took over 
many jobs to free men for combat. They worked in offices 
and factories, and then dealt with the shortages brought 
on by rationing. Many had Victory Gardens to supplement 
their food supply. They sewed and remade garments, main-
tained blackout conditions, collected scrap metal and other 
commodities for the war effort, helped to boost morale with 
letters and by attending social events, and worried about 
family members who were in the armed forces. This film 
focuses on the stories of several women, representing the 
thousands who did their duty and then get on with their 
lives. 

Co-sponsors: Congregation Beth El-Keser Israel, and 
the Jewish Historical Society of Greater New Haven. This 
event was supported by a grant from the Women of Vision 
Society of the Jewish Foundation of Greater New Haven 
Call the JHSGNH at (203) 392-6125, or the BEKI office at 
(203) 389-2108 to RSVP.

Changing Roles of American Jewish Women

Laura Small Levine working 
as a “Rosie the Riveter” 

Part I 
New Roles in World War II 
Sunday Brunch
April 10
10 to noon
Congregation Beth El-Keser Israel
$5 Donation suggested
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How have the roles of women changed in the life of the 
Jewish community since the 1960’s? What caused these 
changes? How have these new roles changed our communi-
ties? What do we envision for the future?

Adele Tyson, Past President of BEKI and long time 
Sisterhood President. The Sisterhood of Congregation Beth 
El–Keser Israel is an arm of the Congregation providing 
numerous volunteer opportunities for its members and 
crucial services to the Congregation. It serves the Congre-
gation in all aspects of its life and continues as a source 
of strength as the next generation of women join its ranks. 
The Sisterhood is affiliated with the Women’s League for 
Conservative Judaism. 

Paula Hyman is the Lucy Moses Professor of Modern 
Jewish History at Yale University and president of the 
American Academy of Jewish Research. She also served 
as the first female dean of the Seminary College of Jewish 
Studies at the Jewish Theological Seminary. Among her 
books are The Jewish Woman in America, Gender and As-
similation in Modern Jewish History, and the two-volume 
encyclopedia Jewish Women in America, which she co-
edited with Deborah Dash Moore. She has played an active 
role since the 1970’s promoting egalitarian roles for women 
in Judaism.

Miriam Benson was an active member of Women of the 

Wall (WOW) in 1988-89, and has maintained her connec-
tion with Women of the Wall by serving as legal liaison 
between the International Committee for Women of the 
Wall (the Diaspora-based support organization for WOW) 
and the attorneys in Israel. Upon her return to the United 
States, she worked as an attorney in New York and Con-
necticut, and then served as the Executive Director of the 
Connecticut Valley Region of United Synagogue of Conser-
vative Judaism.

Daphne Lew is currently a student at the University 
of Pennsylvania studying Bioengineering. She is highly 
involved in Penn’s Hillel, having served as past Social 
Chair and Education Chair on the Executive Board of the 
Conservative Jewish Community. She was also involved in 
the BEKI/BJ Chapter of USY during her high school years. 
Aside from her involvement in the Jewish community at 
Penn, she also works in a Bioengineering lab, serves as a 
campus Tour Guide, and coordinates a program for children 
at the Kelly Writer’s House.

Panel Moderator: Joanne Rudof, Archivist of the For-
tunoff Video Archive for Holocaust Testimonies at Yale 
University.

This event is supported by a grant from the Women of 
Vision Society of the Jewish Foundation of Greater New 
Haven. All are welcome to attend.

Changing Roles of American Jewish Women

Part II 
New Roles in Communal 
and Religious Life: 
An Intergenerational 
Conversation
Tuesday
May 10
7:30 p.m.
Congregation Beth El-Keser Israel

Miriam BensonPaula Hyman Daphne Lew

http://www.jtsa.edu/wlcj/
http://www.jtsa.edu/wlcj/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Judaism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yale_University
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_Theological_Seminary
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Purim Seuda Roundup
We had 194 people at the seuda – thanks for coming! 

Save the date: Thursday March 12, 2012, for the next one. 
Special thanks to the following for helping make the Purim 
Seuda a success: 

Food: Eva Shragis, Kai Yang, David Friedman, Janice 
and Robert Lettick, Marge Wiener, Adam Greenberg, Caryn 
Azoff, Donna and Sid Levine, Jessey Palumbo. 

Decorations: Liora Lew and the entire Lew family. 
Meet and Greet: Jessey Palumbo. 
Singalong: Yair Minsky & Ada Fenick. Sutin family: 

Rachel, Allan, & Avital: face painting. 
Shpiel: Darcy McGraw, Bruce Altman, and Steven Stoll 

for directing; and participants Steve Miller, Hakakian/Ah-
madi boys, Bruce/Friedman family, Labowe/Stoll family, 
Mara Blander, Helen and Ben Gerber, Elie Azoff-Slifstein, 
and Joni Weintraub. 

BEKI Bulletin, Special Edition: Mark Oppenheimer. 
Peggy and Clarence. 

Cleanup: Bill and Eva Shragis, Liora Lew, David Fried-
man, Kai Yang, Tsvi Benson-Tilsen.

BEKI at 120
Although best described as a “diverse” community, 

BEKI is sometimes described as a “young” congregation, 
referring, apparently, to the median age of its members or 
abundance of youth. But the Congregation – or more pre-
cisely, its predecessor congregation – is about to celebrate 
its 120th anniversary.

The number 120 has certain cultural resonance. The 
“full” lifespan of a human is said to be 120, and thus it is 
common to wish a birthday celebrant, ‘ad me’a ve-esrim, 
“may you live to 120!” The number of seats in full San-
hedrin is 120, as was the number of leaders in the “Great 
Assembly.”

Several ideas have been suggested for how to mark this 
milestone. It has been suggested that the Congregation 
commission the writing of a needed Torah scroll, which is 
considered an individual mitzva. Given that the scrolls cur-
rently held by the Congregation are older than 120 years, 
it is apparent that the Congregation has not yet created the 
opportunity to partake in this mitzva. Such a project would 
need a lead gift of $40,000, to fund the writing of the scroll, 
with additional sums to ensure its maintenance. Another 
suggestion is to create much needed covers for our cur-
rent scrolls, either for year-round or High Holy Day use, or 

both sets. A third related idea is to create a fund to provide 
for ongoing maintenance of our older Torah and Prophets 
scrolls.

Hosting events such as scholars-in-residence Shabba-
tonim, brunches, lectures or other events focused on histori-
cal, legal or citizenry themes have also been suggested. If 
you have a great idea that you might like to help realize, or 
would otherwise like to help in planning, please contact our 
BEKI 120 Committee now in formation at beki120@beki.
org or call 203.389.2108 x14.

Buying Groceries
Use gift cards for Stop & Shop, Westville Kosher Market 

and other local outlets, available at face value – no addi-
tional cost to you – and BEKI receives a significant com-
mission. Available from Gloria Cohen and from Office.

Bidding for BEKI is back
A Country Auction will be held June 5. Gila Reinstein 

(gila.reinstein@yale.edu), Betsy Ratner (b.ratner@sbcglob-
al.net) and Donna Levine (sdsij@aol.com) will co-chair the 
event and are looking for volunteers for all aspects of mak-
ing this a fun and profitable fundraiser. Please contact one 
of the co-chairs or call Peggy in the office (203) 389-2108 
x14 if you wish to work on decorations, food, collecting 
items, selling tickets, or any other aspect of this sure-to-be-
fun event. And....save the date.

News
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A. Joseph Avni-Singer. M.D., FAAP

Shari Storeygard, M.D., FAAP

Carol Dorfman, M.D., FAAP 

Shannon Martinello, M.D., FAAP

303 Whitney Avenue

neW hAven, Ct 06511
(203) 776-1243

FAx (203) 785-1247

Child and Adolescent Health Care, L.L.C.

1 BrAdley roAd, Suite 102
WoodBridge, Ct 06525

(203) 397-1243
FAx (203) 397-1241

BARRY RADIN 144 DERBY AVENUE
792-2222 NEW HAVEN, CT 06511
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A Message from Rabbi Tilsen

Dear Senator Lieberman,
I am writing today to ask your help in getting me ap-

pointed to a government death panel.
During the debates before the enactment of Obamacare, 

several leading public figures, mostly Republican, includ-
ing Sarah Palin, promised that once the law came into ef-
fect, life-and-death decisions would be made for the elderly 
and infirm by government death panels.

From our personal acquaintance, you may know that I 
am experienced and credentialed in the realm of “who shall 
live and who shall die.” Beyond my rabbinic training and 
ordination at the Jewish Theological Seminary of America, 
I served for a summer as an intern (pastoral field worker) 
at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center in New York. 
During my nineteen and three-quarters years serving con-
gregations in Connecticut, I have counseled hundreds of 
families facing death or grieving a loved one, have attended 
numerous individuals at their hour of death, and have 
prepared the dead for burial. I have experience in guiding 
families and medical workers in deciding whether to “pull 
the plug” and in the consequences of their decisions.

Beyond that, I already have begun working on a list of 
who is worthy to live and who is ready to sail out on the 
next iceberg, to use the Eskimo idiom.

My opposition to judicial execution (the “Death Pen-
alty”) is based on a lack of faith in the judicial system, not 
in a fundamental objection to the government killing people 

when required, so it should not stand in the way of my ap-
pointment. Unlike other local clerics and public officials, 
I have never actually been convicted of a felony, which 
makes me a stand-out candidate. I get along fine with most 
government workers, except the people at the CT DMV; 
I’ve even slept in Ben Bernanke’s bed, though he wasn’t 
there at the time.

Although the promise of government death panels was 
made by Republicans, I turn to you for help because you 
are the closest thing we have in Connecticut to a Republi-
can, no offense, and because you are by all accounts highly 
regarded among your Senate colleagues. I would add that 
I once supported a Republican in his race for the Senate, 
and even though he was sentenced to one year of probation 
after his admission of misuse of public funds, I don’t regret 
supporting him, since his Democratic opponent whose 
name I won’t mention was even more of a scoundrel. I 
should hope that the death panels are bi-partisan, or even 
better non-partisan, anyway.

To avoid creating any appearance of favoritism, crony-
ism or conflict of interest, I pledge that if you help me 
in my quest I will never pay you back with a political or 
personal favor, or do anything that could be interpreted as 
supporting your career or otherwise compromising your ap-
pearance of independence, other than pouring you a small 
serving of fine single-malt whiskey should you happen to 
join us one day for qiddush as in days of old.

A Letter to Senator Lieberman



Sundays
9 a.m. Shaharit
5:45 p.m. Minha-Maariv

Mondays
7 a.m. Shaharit
5:45 p.m. Minha-Maariv

Tuesdays
7 a.m. Shaharit
5:45 p.m. Minha-Maariv

Wednesdays
7 a.m. Shaharit
5:45 p.m. Minha-Maariv

Thursdays
8:15 a.m. Shaharit
5:45 p.m. Minha-Maariv

Fridays
7 a.m. Shaharit
6 p.m. Minha-Maariv

Saturdays
9:15 a.m. Shaharit
5:45 p.m. Minha

Service Times

April 2011
26 Adar II 5771 - 26 Nisan 5771

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

26 Adar II 27 Adar II

28 Adar II 29 Adar II 1 Nisan 2 Nisan 3 Nisan 4 Nisan 5 Nisan

6 Nisan 7 Nisan 8 Nisan 9 Nisan 10 Nisan 11 Nisan 12 Nisan

13 Nisan 14 Nisan 15 Nisan 16 Nisan/1 L'Omer 17 Nisan/2 L'Omer 18 Nisan/3 L'Omer 19 Nisan/4 L'Omer

20 Nisan/5 L'Omer 21 Nisan/6 L'Omer 22 Nisan/7 L'Omer 23 Nisan/8 L'Omer 24 Nisan/9 L'Omer 25 Nisan/10 L'Omer 26 Nisan/11 L'Omer

Joni Weintraub Bat Mitzva
6:58pm Candle Lighting
Kadima Regional Kinnus 
Weekend & USY Regional 
Spring Convention (both off-
site)

Joni Weintraub Bat Mitzva
10:45am Children's 
Programs
Qiddush: Weintraub
5:45pm Minha

9:00am Religious School
1:00pm Pomegranate Guild

7:45am Rashi Study Group
7:30pm Executive Board 
Meeting (off-site)

Rosh Hodesh 8:30am Rabbi's Study 
Group
4:00pm Religious School
5:00pm Benei Mitzva 
Program

12:30pm Talmud Study 
Group

7:06pm Candle Lighting Darshan: Mark 
Oppenheimer
10:45am Children's 
Programs
10:45am Learner's Minyan
Qiddush: Weiner
5:45pm Minha

9:00am Religious 
School/Pesach Program
10:00am Brunch & 
Documentary Screening 
"Pride, Honor & Courage: 
Jewish Women Remember 
World War II"
12:45pm Kadima 
Chocolate Seder @ B'nai 
Jacob

7:45am Rashi Study Group
7:30pm General Board 
Meeting

5:30pm Special Needs 
Seder

8:30am Rabbi's Study 
Group
4:00pm Religious School
5:00pm Benei Mitzva 
Program

12:30pm Talmud Study 
Group

7:13pm Candle Lighting Darshan: Matthew 
Wightman
10:45am Children's 
Program
Qiddush: Rashi Study 
Group (Siyyum)
5:45pm Minha

No Religious School Erev Passover
7:45am Siyyum Bekhorot
10:00am: Last Hametz
No Evening Service
7:16pm Candle Lighting

Passover I 
Office Closed/Passover
9:15am Festival Service
No Evening Service
6:00pm Community Seder 
(off-site @ Congregation Or 
Shalom, reservations 
required)

Passover II 
Office Closed/Passover
9:15am Festival Service
No Religious School
No Benei Mitzva Program
5:45pm Minha

Hol Hamoed Passover I 
No Talmud Study Group

Hol Hamoed Passover II 
7:21pm Candle Lighting

Hol Hamoed Passover III 
10:45am Children's 
Programs
10:45am Learner's Minyan
Qiddush: Goldblum
5:45pm Minha

Hol Hamoed Passover IV 
No Religious School
7:23pm Candle Lighting

Passover VII 
Office Closed/Passover
9:15am Festival Service

Passover VIII (Yizkor)
Office Closed/Passover
9:15am Festival Service

8:30am Rabbis' Study 
Group
4:00pm Religious School
5:00pm Benei Mitzva 
Program

12:30pm Talmud Study 
Group

7:28pm Candle Lighting 10:45am Children's 
Programs
Qiddush: Rudof
Shabbat Schmooze with 
Dr. Shulamith Chernoff
5:45pm Minha

BEKI Events

Mark Your Calendar 
Bat Mitzva: Joni Weintraub April 1-2
Kadima Kinnus: April 1-3
USY Kinnus: April 1-3
Darshan: Mark Oppenheimer April 9
Sunday Brunch: April 10
Kadima Chocolate Seder: April 10
USY Chocolate Seder: April 10
Special Needs Seder: April 12

Darshan: Matthew Wightman April 1
Taanit Bekhorot/Siyyum Bekhorot: April 18
First Seder (Home Ritual): April 18
Pesah First Day: April 19
Community Second Seder at OS: April 19
Pesah Second Day: April 20
Pesah Seventh Day: April 25
Pesah Eighth Day: April 26
Shabbat Schmooze: Shula Chernoff April 30




