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As I stepped off the plane in Delhi and collected my bags, 
I found myself immediately in the embrace of a jolly, charis-
matic, caring, kind, loving, and lovable 
Indian man: our tour guide for the next 
two weeks. After hugging everyone 
in our group, he introduced himself as 
Ralphy Jhirad and then introduced his 
equally amazing son, Nathaniel Jhirad.

Ralphy and his wife, Yael (whom 
we met later on in the trip along with 
their other son, Avniel), and their two 
sons are Bnei Israel, a “tribe” of Jews 
who now dominate Mumbai Jewry. 
The story goes that the Bnei Israel 
are the descendants of seven Jewish 
families who fled Israel in the time of 
the destruction of the second Temple 
and were shipwrecked off the coast of 
Alibag, which is just south of Mumbai. 
They kept various Jewish traditions 
and migrated up towards Mumbai. 
Today, following a big controversy, the 
Bnei Israel are recognized as full-fledged halachic Jews, and 
have risen to prominent positions both in India and in Israel.

As the days went by, I began forming a personal connection 
with Ralphy, and, when she arrived, his wife Yael. Yael is the 
founder and president of WIZO in India, and we hit it off im-

mediately after I told her I had been volunteering at WIZO’s 
clothing collection/donation center in Jerusalem all year. She 
told me about the troubles she’s been having finding people 

to volunteer for WIZO in India, and 
finding the money to sponsor activi-
ties, events, etc. We were having dinner 
together discussing the future of India’s 
newly founded chapter of WIZO, and 
Ralphy came over and sat down with 
us. He began asking about my Jewish 
community at home, and I told him 
about BEKI, my synagogue, and the 
warm, nurturing nature of our commu-
nity. He seemed impressed, but didn’t 
bring it up again until our last day in 
India, at a small restaurant in Mumbai. 

I was having lunch with a friend, 
and Ralphy came over and asked to 
speak with me for a minute. I obliged, 
and followed him back to a table where 
he and his family were having lunch. 
Ralphy procured a large, red velvet box 
from Yael’s purse, and handed it to me, 
saying “This is a gift, from the Jewish 

community of Mumbai to the Jewish community of New Ha-
ven, to your amazing synagogue.” I opened the box and found 
a large, golden Mezuza, which Ralphy explained was hand-

Continued on Page 3  

Jhirad’s mezuzza
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Web Buys
If you purchase from Amazon.com via this link 

www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect-home/
congregabethelke) or at www.beki.org through the 
“Amazon” box at the bottom of the page, BEKI re-
ceives a small commission on your purchase at no 
cost to you. You must use these links each time you 
access the merchant’s website in order for BEKI to 
receive a commission.

For an application or information: 
203.275.8448  info@jhsct.org   www.jhsct.org 

Accepting 
Applications 

Now 
2710 Park Avenue, Bridgeport, CT 06604 

Directly adjacent to the Town of Fairfield in the newly renovated  
educational facilities of Congregation B’nai Israel 

THE FUCHSBERG JERUSALEM CENTER 
OF THE UNITED SYNAGOGUE
OF CONSERVATIVE JUDAISM

WE’VE DEDICATED 
OURSELVES 

TO THIS DREAM 

NOW WE URGE 
YOU TO DEDICATE 

YOURSELF

Call Miriam Benson, Executive Director of United Synagogue’s Connecticut
Valley Region at (860) 563-5531 or e-mail her at benson@uscj.org

The Fuchsberg Jerusalem Center of the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism 
is a home within the homeland for Conservative Jews from North America. 

It’s your center of Conservative life and learning, prayer and play, culture and creativity 
in the heart of Jerusalem. 

At the Fuchsberg Jerusalem Center, you can enjoy concerts in our auditorium, feast in 
our elegant dining rooms, attend discussions in lecture halls, pray in our synagogue, study 
in the Conservative Yeshiva, and there is so much more. 

Now the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism is embarking on a major campaign to 
support this bastion of Conservative life. We urgently need your participation to help us 
complete this dream.

SUPPORT THE FUCHSBERG JERUSALEM CENTER
YOUR HOME WITHIN THE HOMELAND  

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect-home/congregabethelke
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/redirect-home/congregabethelke
http://www.beki.org
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News

made by a member of his synagogue in Mumbai. I was in 
shock and awe at this man’s compassion and love for Jews 
of all kinds, and thanked him for the extraordinary gift. 

A couple of weeks after my return to America, I was 
greeted with an email from Ralphy saying he hoped we had 
all made it home okay and that I had gotten enough sleep 
after our sleepless couple of weeks in India and the 60 
hours of travel back to New Haven. I replied thanking him 
for his consideration and telling him how much the Syna-
gogue loved the Mezuzza he sent with me and the gratitude 

everyone felt towards him and his amazing family. 
A few days after that, I saw Nathaniel in New Jersey and 

gave him a BEKI cookbook and a book on the history of 
Jews in New Haven to bring home for his parents as a small 
gesture of gratitude from our community. About a month 
later, when Nathaniel had returned to his home in India, I 
received another email from Ralphy with exclamations of 
gratitude and amazement at what a beautiful community 
BEKI must be to have sent such wonderful gifts to his fam-
ily. As Ralphy said, “Jews are all brothers and sisters, and 
this connection we’ve made is truly important, and one to 
cherish forever. We have so much to learn from each other.”

Tribe
Continued from Page 1

Contributions

Rabbi’s Tzedaqa Fund  
(minimum $25)

Alan Lovins & Trish Loving • 
in memory of Earl Banquer
Alan Lovins & Trish Loving • 
in honor of the birth of Klara 
James Oppenheimer
Muriel Banquer in • 
appreciation and in memory 
of Dinny
Helene & Edward • 
Vanderhoef in memory of 
Morris Schnitman
Richard & Marcie • 
Sugarmann in appreciation

Qiddush Sponsors  
(minimum $280)

The Aaland-Frieman family• 
The Hyman-Rosenbaum • 
family
Helen Rosenberg & Keith • 
Richter
Earl & Muriel Banquer• 
Monica Starr & Andy • 
Hirshfield
Herb & Hannah Winer• 

Chai Fund (minimum 
$18) to support 
synagogue operations

To Paula Hyman & family • 
with sympathy on the passing 
of Sidney Hyman by Mr. & 
Mrs. Samuel Kantrowitz & 
Sherry Kent

To Amy Marx & Rob • 
Schonberger in honor of the 
birth of their daughter Esther 
by the Silverman Sokolow 
family
To Max Pauker with wishes • 
for a speedy recovery by the 
Silverman Sokolow family
To Paula Hyman & family • 
with sympathy on the passing 
of Sidney Hyman by the 
Silverman Sokolow family
To BEKI Sisterhood in • 
grateful appreciation to 
Mimi Glenn for her help 
with Esther’s Simchat Bat 
celebration by Amy Marx & 
Rob Schonberger

Synagogue Fund 
(minimum $10) to 
support synagogue 
operations

To Paula Hyman & family • 
with sympathy on the passing 
of Sidney Hyman by Violet 
& Charlie Ludwig
To the Abramowitz family • 
with sympathy on the passing 
of Mrs. Hinda Abramowitz 
by Mrs. Thelma Kugell & 
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Pearlin

Ari Nathan Levine 
Children’s Library

In loving memory of Ari on • 
his yahrzeit by Donna & Sid 
Levine

The Harold & Arthur 
Ratner Memorial Fund

In memory of Arthur Ratner • 
by Betsy, Howard & Shilo 
Ratner
In memory of Arthur Ratner • 
by Mikki Ratner

The Frankel-Mattler  
Memorial Fund

In memory of Zelda Frankel • 
Katz by Shirley Mattler
In memory of Dorothy Seigle • 
Mattler by Shirley Mattler

In-Kind Donations
A 1992 Mercury Marquis by • 
Irving & Suzanne Rosner
A Dell desk-top computer for • 
the library

Yahrzeit Fund ($5 
minimum) to support 
synagogue operations

In memory of Faye Schwartz • 
by David Schwartz
In memory of his mother • 
Irma Kabel by Allan Kabel
In memory of Sarah • 
Greenberg by Betty Swinkin
In memory of Rose • 
Pergament by Deanna Tulin
In memory of her sister • 
Elsie Klein Morris by Marge 
Bograd
In memory of Dave Berger • 
by Saul Berger

In memory of Martha Miller • 
Schwartz by Bobbie & 
Harold Miller
In memory of Moe Ziegler by • 
Pearle Schaperow
In memory of Patricia • 
Colodner by Greg Colodner 
& Lisa Stanger
In memory of Sophie Ludwig • 
by Charlie & Violet Ludwig
In memory of Hannah Zarnes • 
by Doris & David Sagerman
In memory of Charles E. • 
Proctor by Claire Proctor
In memory of Philip • 
Auerbach by Hillel & Sara-
Ann Auerbach
In memory of Stella Zusman • 
by Howard Zusman
In memory of Murray • 
Leiman by Howard Zusman
In memory of Patricia Levy • 
Zusman by Howard Zusman
In memory of Louis Epstein • 
by Kranie & Earl Baker
In memory of Helene Pepper • 
by Marilyn & Basil Friedman
In memory of Ann Ratoosh • 
by Sheri Ratoosh
In memory of Max & Ida • 
Buxbaum by Doris Buxbaum
In memory of Irving • 
Kaufman by Florence 
Kaufman
In memory of Abraham Weiss • 
by Suzanne Weinstein
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Torah for the Hungry Mind – Adult Studies

Darshanim in October
Jonathan Frei-

man will serve 
as darshan on 
Shabbat Bereishit, 
Oct. 2.

Bob Oakes will 
serve as darshan 
on Shabbat Rosh 
Hodesh Heshvan, 
parashat Noah, 
Oct. 9.

Julia Joy, bat mitzva, will serve as 
darshanit on Shabbat parashat Lekh-
lekha, Oct. 16.

Jacob Botwick, bar mitzva, will 
serve as darshan on Shabbat parashat 
Hayei-Sara, Oct. 30.

Shabbatot
Shabbat Shalom  
Learners’ Minyan

The “Shabbat Shalom Learners’ 
Minyan,” which meets every other 
Saturday at 10:45 a.m. in the office, 

is an ideal setting 
for veteran and 
novice shul-goers 
alike to become 
more comfortable 
and proficient 
in the Shaharit 
(morning) and 
Torah services in 
a supportive set-

ting. Expertly led by Steven Fraade, 
Rabbi Alan Lovins, Rabbi Murray 
Levine and others, the Shabbat Sha-
lom Learners’ Minyan is a nurturing 
exploration of practice and theory pre-
sented in a participatory, non-threat-
ening and multi-generational setting. 
Many members who take advantage of 
this unique offering feel a deeper sense 
of awe born of increased understand-
ing and appreciation of the services. 
Everyone is welcome to participate 

regardless of religious status or back-
ground.

Mondays
Rashi Study Group

Each Monday morning from 7:45 to 
8:30 adults meet in the Library Chapel 
to read Rashi’s commentary on the 
Torah. It is possible to join the study 
group for a single meeting or to begin 
at any time. Knowledge of Hebrew 
is not necessary. Rashi purported to 
explain the peshat of the text, i.e., the 
meaning in its historical, literary and 
linguistic context. Visitors and new 
participants are welcome. The Rashi 
Study Group meets immediately fol-
lowing the 7 a.m. shaharit service (but 
begins at 9:45 a.m. on Oct. 11, Colum-
bus Day). With Jon-Jay Tilsen.

Wednesdays
Word for the Day

The Wednesday morning service 
(shaharit) features a 90-second “He-
brew word for the day” to promote the 
learning of Hebrew. The Hebrew lan-
guage is highly structured. Most words 
are based on three-letter roots, and 
are made with a limited set of verb or 
noun forms. By learning a few dozen 
roots and a small set of word-forms, it 
is possible to roughly translate He-
brew words isolated from any context, 
something not normally possible in 
English. The Word for the Day often 
relates to the weekly scriptural read-
ings, enhancing personal study and 
public Torah discussion. 

Rabbis’ Study Group
Wednesdays with Murray is a 

weekly study group exclusively for 
rabbis, facilitated by Rabbi Murray 
Levine. The Wednesday study group 
affords local rabbis an opportunity to 
pursue their own talmud torah (Torah 
study) in a “safe” setting and with op-
portunities to learn from each other’s 

experience and insight. The study 
group meets Wednesday mornings 
in the Rosenkrantz Family Library. 
Meetings resume Oct. 6. For more 
information, call Rabbi Murray Levine 
at (203) 397-2513.

Thursdays
Mini Morning  
Learning Service

The Thursday morning services 
are supplemented with commentary 
and teaching relating to the history, 
themes, choreography and language 
of the daily morning service. Shaharit 
service is from 8:15 a.m. to 9 a.m. on 
Thursdays; on other weekdays, the 
service begins at 7 o’clock.

Sanhedrin Talmud  
Study Group

The Sanhedrin Talmud Study Group 
meets weekly on Thursdays during the 
lunch hour (12:30 to 1:30). The Group 
has met weekly since 1999. For some 
participants, this is their first direct ex-
perience with Talmud text; for others, 
it is a continuation of a long journey. 
The Group focuses on the issues raised 
in the Talmud, with less attention 
to the technical aspects of the text. 
Knowledge of Hebrew or Aramaic is 
helpful but not required.

The Sanhedrin Study Group re-
sumes Thursday Oct. 7 in BEKI’s 
Rosenkrantz Family Library. For in-
formation, contact Isaiah Cooper at his 
law office icooper@cooperlaw.net . 

Every Day
Divrei Torah on the Web

A collection of Divrei Torah (Torah 
commentaries) and essays by members 
and Rabbi Tilsen is posted on BEKI’s 
website under “Adult Studies” and 
“Meet Rabbi Tilsen.” Nadav Sela’s 
most recent Devar Torah on Shabbat 
Nahamu is available at http://beki.org/
dt/selanadavnahamu5770.pdf .

Steven Fraade

Bob Oakes

mailto:icooper@cooperlaw.net
http://beki.org/dt/selanadavnahamu5770.pdf
http://beki.org/dt/selanadavnahamu5770.pdf
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Youth

A Note From 
BRS Principal 
Ina Silverman

The Religious School 
is off and running! 
We’ve welcomed back 
Mora Helene Sapadin in 
kindergarten-first grade, 
Mora Deena Rubin in 
third grade, and Mora Iris Back who will have fifth, sixth, 
and seventh graders, some of whom will also be in the 
B’nai Mitzvah program. Mora Susan Jacobson returns to 
the Meyuhad program for special needs students. Mora 
Shlomit Daniel, who previously taught in the Meyuchad 
program, is our new second grade teacher. And we wel-
come Mora Tara Kipnees as our new fourth grade teacher.

 The High Holy Days calendar this year meant a later 
start to the school year than usual, but we enjoyed dinner in 
the BEKI sukka together, a dance workshop in preparation 
for the Simhat Torah celebration, and we look forward to an 
upcoming Art Day. We have a new Honors program taught 
by Moshe Meiri where students across grades study partic-
ular passages of Chumash (Bible) with Rashi’s commentary 
in depth, and are introduced to hevruta (paired) learning. 
I have the distinct honor of teaching in the B’nai Mitzvah 
Program this fall. We will be exploring, in an expansive 
way, what it means to be created in God’s image.

If you know of a family that would benefit from enroll-
ing children in the BEKI Religious School please let us 
know!

Shamashim Complete Service
Nati Avni-Singer and Yedidya Ben-Avie completed their 

service as Shabbat Shamash at BEKI in August, as they 
prepared to leave for college and studies in Israel. Nati 
writes, “As you know, I have served as an usher at BEKI 
for the past four years. ...I would like to extend my wish 
of Yisher Kohakhem to all those who have led and partici-
pated in services over the course of these years. It has been 
my pleasure and privilege to assist the flow of the services 
every Shabbat. I hope to see you all when I come to visit. 
Sincerely, Nati.”

During their years of service, Yedidya and Nati provided 
the quiet coordination and direction required for decorous 
and dignified Shabbat and festival services. Both have 
earned great respect from the community of worshipers, as 
well as our appreciation. LeHatslaha – Good Luck, Nati & 
Yedidya.

Sunday Testing for 
SAT and ACTs

The Youth Commission 
encouraged all BEKI-BJ teens 
to utilize the special Sunday 
testing date for the SATs. 
Testing on Sunday instead of 
Saturday is an especially nice 
form of Shabbat observance. 

It provides solidarity with other Jewish teens, and, as an 
extra benefit, you’ll test in a smaller, quieter, environment.  
Websites: SAT http://sat.collegeboard.com/register/special-
circumstances; ACT http://www.actstudent.org/faq/an-
swers/nonsat.html

2010-11 Sunday dates for the SAT are Oct. 10, Nov. 7, 
Dec. 5, Jan. 23, March 13, May 8, June 5. You must register 
by U.S. mail and include a letter from Rabbi.

2010-11 Sunday dates for the ACT are Oct. 24, April 10 
(in West Hartford). Bring letter from Rabbi on test day.

Sheqolarships
Your extra Israeli currency (New Israeli Sheqels) can be 

used for scholarships for BEKI youth studying in Israel. 
Deposit currency in the “foreign currency and tokens” 
pushke (charity box) in the beit midrash; or if you want a 
receipt (in US dollars at current published exchange rate) 
please send or deliver to office. Save yourself and our stu-
dents the cost of currency exchange and encourage them in 
their studies.

Children’s Library Update
The following books were purchased through a gener-

ous donation by the Steven S. & Rachel A. Family to the 
Ari Nathan Levine Fund. They will be located in the ANL 
Fund bookcase in the Claire Goodwin Youth Wing, and will 
be of special interest to the parent volunteer leaders of our 
weekly and High Holiday Children’s Programs:

 Zvuvi’s Israel (Paperback) by Tami Lehman-Wilzig; 
Zishe the Strongman (Paperback) by Robert Rubinstein; 
Noah’s Bark (Hardcover) by Stephen Krensky; Going on 
a Hametz Hunt (Board Book) by Jacqueline Jules; Miriam 
in the Desert (Paperback) by Jacqueline Jules; The Re-
markable Journey of Josh’s Kippah (Paperback) by Bar-
bara Elissa; Tashlich at Turtle Rock (Paperback) by Susan 
Schnur & Anna Schnur-Fishman; Maccabee! (Paperback) 
by Tilda Balsley; Sammy Spider’s First Simchat Torah 
(Paperback) by Sylvia Rouss; Engineer Ari and the Sukkah 

Continued on Page 6

http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/sat/reg/circum/sunday.html
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/sat/reg/circum/sunday.html
http://www.actstudent.org
http://www.actstudent.org
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Express (Paperback) by Deborah Bodin Cohen; Tower of 
Babel (Paperback) by A. S. Gadot

Kadima Welcomes Advisor Sarah Oren
Shana tova to all of our families and youth. We are 

excited to announce that a former BEKI-BJ USYer, Sarah 
Oren, is back in New Haven to attend graduate school at 
SCSU, and will take over the helm as our Kadima advisor. 
She’ll be visiting both synagogues in the upcoming weeks, 
and I hope that everyone will extend a warm welcome-back 
to her! 

BeShalom,
Rena Cheskis-Gold and Susan Dardik
Representatives, Joint BEKI-BJ Youth Commission

Note from new BEKI-BJ Kadima Advisor
Hey, everyone, I am so excited to be the new BEKI-BJ 

Kadima Advisor! I was an active member of BEKI-BJ USY 
back in my high school days, and am delighted to share the 
fun experiences I had with a new group of Kadimaniks. 

I just became a grad student at SCSU, where I am work-
ing on receiving my Master’s in Elementary Education. 

Prior to that, I spent a 
year in Israel on Young 
Judaea Year Course and 
went to college at Bing-
hamton University.

Leadership has always 
been part of my life; I’ve 
been a camp counselor, 
Hebrew School tutor, 
children’s services lead-
er, college tour guide and 
USY chapter VP. Now I 
hope to put those skills 
into leading the best year 
of Kadima ever.

We’re going to have tons of awesome events, including 
ice skating and rock climbing – and a Shabbaton towards 
the end of the year. All our chapter info will be available on 
our brand new “Klog,” or Kadima Blog: www.bekibjkadi-
ma.blogspot.com. If you have any questions and/or would 
like to become a parent volunteer, please contact me at 
bekibjkadima@gmail.com. We’re going to have a wonder-
ful year. I look forward to meeting all of you.

 – Sarah Oren

Children’s Library
Continued from Page 5

Sarah Oren

LifeCycle

HaNoledet BeMazal Tov
Mazal tov to Cyd & Mark Oppenheimer on the birth of their 

daughter Klara James Oppenheimer in New Haven; and mazal 
tov to big sisters Rebekah and Elisabeth.

HaMaqom Yinahem 
With sorrow we note the 

passing of
Earl Banquer,

husband of Muriel Banquer

May the Almighty 
comfort those who mourn

Welcome New and Returning 
Members and Their Families

• Belle Reese • Anita Henowitz 
• Scott & Lisa Walstedter, David and Sara 
• Esther Serkin • Laura Goldblum

Benei Mitzva in October
Julia Joy, daughter of Deborah & Stephen Joy, 

Oct. 15-16, parashat Lekh-lekha
Jacob Botwick-Ries, son of Michael Ries & 

Jennifer Botwick, Oct. 29-30, parashat Hayei Sara 

Jacob Botwick-RiesJulia Joy

http://www.bekibjkadima.blogspot.com/
http://www.bekibjkadima.blogspot.com/
mailto:bekibjkadima@gmail.com
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A. Joseph Avni-Singer. M.D., FAAP

Shari Storeygard, M.D., FAAP

Carol Dorfman, M.D., FAAP 

Shannon Martinello, M.D., FAAP

303 Whitney Avenue

neW hAven, Ct 06511
(203) 776-1243

FAx (203) 785-1247

Child and Adolescent Health Care, L.L.C.

1 BrAdley roAd, Suite 102
WoodBridge, Ct 06525

(203) 397-1243
FAx (203) 397-1241

Tower One/Tower East  
 

18 Tower Lane ● New Haven, CT 06519 

   tel (203) 772 1816             fax (203) 785 8280 

 

www.towerone.org 

 
 

A distinctive non - profit apartment and  
assisted living retirement community.  

Fostering Independence and Community — in the Jewish tradition. 
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Please 
help keep 

BEKI 
peanut free

For the safety 
of children 

who have life-
threatening 

peanut 
allergies, 

please do not 
bring peanuts 

or peanut 
products into 
the building. 

Thanks!

BARRY RADIN 144 DERBY AVENUE
792-2222 NEW HAVEN, CT 06511

Stephanie P. Listokin, LLC 
Attorney at Law 

 

Wills, Trusts & Estates 
 

JD: Univ. of Penn Law School  BA: Harvard University 
www.stephanielistokin.com  Tel (203) 605-7215 

stephanielistokin@yahoo.com Admitted in CT & NY 
270 McKinley Avenue  New Haven, CT 06515 
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A Message from Rabbi Tilsen

It’s about our unique approach to building  
educational excellence on a foundation of  
Jewish tradition and values, an appreciation  
of modern culture and a firm belief in the  
importance of weaving learning into living.

To learn more about the Ezra Academy  
difference, visit www.ezraacademy.net

75 Rimmon Road, Woodbridge, CT
(203) 389-5500   www.ezraacademy.net

THERE IS A DIFFERENCE
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A Message from Rabbi Tilsen

I come from a long line of builders. My grandfather, Ed 
Tilsen, of blessed memory, started “Twin City Building & 
Improvement” in the 1930s. Later, my father Bob Tilsen, 
with his father Ed, and subsequently on his own, and still 
later with my brother Jim, and now his son Geoff, built 
thousands of affordable high-quality homes, mostly in Min-
nesota, under the trade 
names “Tilsen Homes” 
and “Tilsenbilt Homes.” 

But long before that, 
our ancestors were in 
the building business: 
“… And they built gar-
rison cities for Pha-
raoh, namely Pithom 
and Ramses” (Exodus 
1:11). I suggested to my 
brother that he change 
his tagline slogan from 
“Quality Homes since 
1938” to “In business 
since 1238 BCE”; it 
is still under consider-
ation.

The name “Build-
ing & Improvement” 
succinctly describes the 
mission of the Jew-
ish People among the 
nations. While others 
were busy destroying 
our homeland or devas-
tating Europe, building 
and shooting rockets at Jewish villages in Israel, or refining 
uranium to wipe us off the map, the main Jewish mission 
has been to build schools, synagogues, communities, busi-
nesses, farms and our homeland. Directing resources to 
military defense is viewed at best as an unfortunate neces-
sity. 

Many of us look with sadness at neighbors who have 
used their resources, including massive international fund 
transfers, for no purpose other than to finding ways to de-
stroy us. Had they used those resources to build instead of 
destroy, they could have accomplished so much.

The essential Jewish response to Nebuchadnezer, Titus, 
Chmielnicki, Ibrahim Pasha, the Okhrana, Amin al-Huseini, 
Hitler and Hizb-Allah has been to rebuild our communities 
and to rebuild our homeland.

Part of our respect for diversity within the Jewish com-
munity comes from the accepted system of creating new 

institutions. If someone 
doesn’t like a school 
or synagogue, there is 
no need to destroy it – 
rather, one can either try 
to improve it or build a 
better replacement. 

Whether building 
anew or improving what 
others have started, this 
creative impulse is essen-
tial to our Jewish civili-
zation. We can be proud 
that Jewish individuals 
have contributed so 
much to world civiliza-
tions and have managed 
to rebuild our homeland. 
So often I hear members 
of our community say in 
one form or another that 
their essential aim in life 
is to somehow make the 
world a little better. This 
means building and im-
proving, not destroying.

Our congregation is a 
community of builders. Beyond building our own families 
and professional endeavors, the effort to build and maintain 
a synagogue community – in every aspect from brick and 
mortar to Torah and hesed – is astounding. It is a true and 
noble expression of the strivings of our hearts and of an es-
sential impulse of traditional Jewish culture. Happily, there 
is still seemingly endless opportunity and need for more 
building and improvement right here, just like in the rest of 
the world. If we can make our synagogue just a little better, 
we will have fulfilled part of our mission.

Building & Improvement



Sundays
9 a.m. Shaharit
5:45 p.m. Minha-Maariv

Mondays
7 a.m. Shaharit
5:45 p.m. Minha-Maariv

Tuesdays
7 a.m. Shaharit
5:45 p.m. Minha-Maariv

Wednesdays
7 a.m. Shaharit
5:45 p.m. Minha-Maariv

Thursdays
8:15 a.m. Shaharit
5:45 p.m. Minha-Maariv

Fridays
7 a.m. Shaharit
6 p.m. Minha-Maariv

Saturdays
9:15 a.m. Shaharit
5:45 p.m. Minha

Service Times

October 2010
23 Tishrei 5771 - 23 Heshvan 5771

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31

23 Tishrei 24 Tishrei

25 Tishrei 26 Tishrei 27 Tishrei 28 Tishrei 29 Tishrei 30 Tishrei 1 Heshvan

2 Heshvan 3 Heshvan 4 Heshvan 5 Heshvan 6 Heshvan 7 Heshvan 8 Heshvan

9 Heshvan 10 Heshvan 11 Heshvan 12 Heshvan 13 Heshvan 14 Heshvan 15 Heshvan

16 Heshvan 17 Heshvan 18 Heshvan 19 Heshvan 20 Heshvan 21 Heshvan 22 Heshvan

23 Heshvan

Simhat Torah

Office Closed
9:15am Festival Shaharit
10:00am Haqafot 
(dancing)
6:00pm Minha-Maariv
6:17pm Candle Lighting

Darshan: Jonathan 
Freiman
Oppenheimer Simhat Bat
10:45am Children's 
Programs
Qiddush: Oppenheimer

9:00am Religious School
9:30am Sukka Break-
Down
1:00pm Pomegranate 
Guild

7:45am Rashi Study 
Group

8:30am Rabbi's Study 
Group
4:00pm Religious School
4:30pm Benei Mitzva 
Program w/Ina
5:00pm Benei Mitzva 
Program

12:30pm Talmud Study 
Group

Rosh Hodesh I

6:05 Candle Lighting
Rosh Hodesh II

Darshan: Bob Oakes
10:45am Children's 
Programs
10:45am Learner's 
Minyan
Qiddush: Jacoby
5:45pm Minha-Maariv

No Religious School Office Closed/Columbus 
Day
9:00am Shaharit
9:45am Rashi Study 
Group
7:30pm Executive Board 
Meeting (off-site)

8:30am Rabbi's Study 
Group
4:00pm Religious School
5:00pm Benei Mitzva 
Program

12:30pm Talmud Study 
Group

Julia Joy Bat Mitzva
5:54pm Candle Lighting

Julia Joy Bat Mitzva
10:45am Children's 
Programs
Qiddush: Joy
5:45pm Minha-Maariv

9:00am Religious School 7:45am Rashi Study 
Group

8:30am Rabbi's Study 
Group
4:00pm Religious School
5:00pm Benei Mitzva 
Program

12:30pm Talmud Study 
Group

5:44pm Candle Lighting 10:45am Children's 
Programs
10:45am Learner's 
Minyan
Qiddush: Listokin
5:45pm Minha-Maariv

9:00am Religious School
Finan-Fulop Wedding

7:45am Rashi Study 
Group
7:30pm General Board 
Meeting

8:30am Rabbi's Study 
Group
4:00pm Religious School
5:00pm Benei Mitzva 
Program
7:30pm Rabbi Eric Silver 
discusses his research 
on the possible 
sainthood of Pope Pius 
XII

12:30pm Talmud Study 
Group

Jacob Botwick-Ries Bar 
Mitzva
5:34pm Candle Lighting

Jacob Botwick-Ries Bar 
Mitzva
10:30am Children's 
Programs
Qiddush: Botwick-Ries
5:45pm Minha-Maariv

9:00am Religious School

BEKI Events

Daily Services
Additional participants are needed for the morn-

ing service in October. Can you come one morning 
a week? Sunday, 9 to 9:35; Monday 7 to 7:45; Tues-
day 7 to 7:30; Wednesday 7 to 7:33; Thursday 8:15 
to 8:50; Friday 7 to 7:20. Let us know at jjtilsen@
beki.org or just come.

mailto:jjtilsen@beki.org
mailto:jjtilsen@beki.org
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DATED MATERIAL

Pope Pius XII  
Hero of the Holocaust

Rabbi Eric A. Silver will present his 
personal research on this controversial 
issue, Wednesday Oct. 27 at 7:30 p.m., 
with reflections by Father Thomas B. 
Shepard. Refreshments; Presented by 
Sisterhood. RSVP by Oct. 25 to (203) 
389-2108. Free. All welcome.

Open Sundays 
11 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 

By appointment 
Adele (203) 389-9599 
Mimi (203) 397-3851

During office hours see Peggy 
or call (203) 389-2108 x14

SISTERHOOD GIFTSHOP


