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PREfACE 

The Education Committee of Beth El-Keser Israel has recently 

formulated a statement of the philosophy and objectives of our Religious 

School, I present these brief views for your consideration, not as the 

final word on the subject, but as the opening words on the subject, 

In writing, these expressions are tangible matters for us to discuss, 

Obviously, the Education Committee intends to represent the members 

of the Congregation and to carry out the will of'these members, If you 

find any of the views expressed herinafter contrary to your o~ pre­

ferences, please feel free to discuss those with members of the 

Education Committee or the Educational Director. 

I think the following headings are self-explanatory: 
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HEBREW ••••• we want the student to develop a familiarity with and 
an appreciation of the Hebrew Language as the source of Jewish 
cultureal and spiritual growth. As a minimum we want him to be able 
to participate in Hebrew ritual and prayer with understanding and 
feeling. 

BIBLE.2e•••••We ~rent the student to have a modern understanding of 
the Bible as interpreted liberally in the Conservative movement, and 
are resigned to the fact that he probably cannot gain this by studing 
the Bible in Hebrew, considering the circumstances of the thro~-d~y-· 
per-week afternoon school. 

HISTORY ••• we want the student to gain a meaningful understanding of 
the important milestones in Jewish history, realize the significance 
of various periods in our history, and in the course of h:s studios 
cover the span from Biblical to contemporary, 

ETHICS •••• ~e want the student to come to realize that the morals and 
ethics of western civilization, which are so much a part of but civi~ 
and social life, are basically of Jewish origin. But even more 
important, the fine points, the su~tles of Jewish law, ethics, 
morals are still distinct, relevant, and important to the life of a 
Jew. Studi es in this area should lead the student to grow up with a 
feeling of responsibility toward the Jewish community and toward the 
secular community as well. 

CUST r ms A~D CEREmONIES ••••• The American Jewish Community is very much 
centered around the Synagogue and the religion. In the case of a 
synagogue school, one commitment is clearly to "train'' the student to 
participate meaningfully in the traditional rituals associated witi1 
that oyncgague ~nd the home. We would like to offer the child crBa~iVR 
opportunities to feel the significance and pleasure of prayer and othAr 
ceremonies, 

ISRAEL ••••• ~e want the student to understand the relationship of th~ 
Jewish people to Israel, the Zionist movement, recent history, and 
modern Israel,and to develop love and responsibility toward Israol. 

AESTHETICS •• We W~nt to expose the child to that which will be meaning­
ful to him in Jewish literature, music and the arts. 

CIVICS, ••••• Life of the American Community and Communities throughout 
the world. 

Thera ara a number of less tangible objectives which should nontheless 
be mentioned, We want to develop within the child a feeling of being 
"at home" in his Jewish religion, feeling the meaning of being part 
of the Jeu1ish People in relation to all mankind. We want the child to 
know and lave his own philosophy as he matures, within this framework. 
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After you hava given some thought to these expressions and 

considered where you agree and disag~ee, turn your attRntion to tvro 

questions which are indeed quite apart from the above. Hom are we 

trying to achieve these goals? and How well are our efforts succeeding? 

mr. Giskan, The fducational Director of our school, has prefaced 

the bulk of this Parents Handbook to give you some insight into how 

we ere trying to match the program to the goals. I urge you to give 

careful thought to the following pages, again as a first draft if you 

will, and feel free to discuss any aspects with us. 

Respectfully yours, 

Samuel I, Trotz 
Chairman, Educational 

Committee 
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Dear Parent: 

This Handbook has been prepared fOi.' you, both as a vehicle of 

information as to what is being done for your child in our school, and 

ao a measure of our awareness of your concern for a Jewish Fducation • 

. The pages of this Handbook, and especially the section entitled 

"The Philosophy and Goals of Our Religious School," attest to the 

careful rethinking and change that characterize education in America 

today. f . oJ~o than eve:c before v.1e are concerned L•Jith the nature of the 

educC'.tional procr-Jss, rnith the goals of a Jei!Jish education, L'Jith the 

impact o~ change in our ~orld--and, besidRs, with the techniques and 

devicGs that can be used in improving the educational enterprise, 

Ther8 has been much invRntiveness. ~~BI'J cur··~icula have bBen devised. 

Films, t e)(t books, "teaching rna chines "--a 11 have come under close 

scrutiny in thR effort to hasten and deepen the learning process. 

Indeed to you, tho parent, it all must seem at times quite bev1ildering. 

That is ~hy this Pare~t•s Handbook has been prepared--to take you into 

our confido~ce, to help make your ehild•s education comprehensible. 

':!hat characte):izes this peJ:iod is a change both in the conception 

of th~ nrlucatlonal enterprises, and in our view of the learning pcocess. 

With rBspect to the enterprise-.or the educational establishment--

there is a quickened recognition that the educational p·cofession must 

be far b~oadAr in scope than previously conceived. Rote teaching of 

"Alef .. I=Jet," o·c "Bible Tales" is no longe-r adequate. This broder scope 

is symbolized in th2 Melton Research Institute which is developing 

approaches to the teaching of tho Bible--already in use in our school-­

which not only integrate modern science and archeology into the learning 

procnss, but p ~ imarily focus on the ethical teachings of the BiblG as 
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they apply to the daily life of the student living in modern AmArica, 

Coupled t•Jith this is the increased awareness of the innate intelligence 

and ability of the average child, The capacity for indepenctent 

thinking and concern if properly approached and stimulated. 

It is our hope that, ~ith your cooperation, our constantly im-

proving school urill prove adequate to the challenge of our times and 

the n:=Jeds of a net·r bright Jet'rish generation. Then will L'JE! be able 

to stimulate our children to a deeper awareness of, and pride in their 

Jewish he-r~ itagp,. 

Sincerely, 

l . .,../"7 It' ~t._,. II J /, 
1-t~.; '•" " . .:-/~ ........ ' .._ ~ , /-1-"'-

f.1oshe A, L-iskan 
Educational Director 

MAG/ dab 
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A IJJQRD TO PA11Er!TS 

'•!n have prepal:ecl this handbook for parents, to ker-Jp you infm.'mRd 

of our goals and objectives, to keep you abreast of the changes made 

in the instructional material used at each gr ade level, and of our 

changing mothorls anrl techniques. 

You B!~e our P.~Y-~£l_§.r.s_ in the task of educating our children, 

Parents acu the most important people in the life of a child. :"o onP 

has a grnat ot influence ouer the child in his formative years than his 

parPnts. :any of the strongest influences for nobility in Jewish 

living como to th ~ youngster through the precepts parents taught them. 

".lo IYJlieve that the most effective vJay of making Jewish education 

meaningful to our children !s to engage YOU, parents, as our active 

• pa:ctners, Our goals aJ~e the same: a desire to develop in ow: childl.'"'ln 

a devotion of Jurlaism to the Jevtish people and a consecration to the 

idec.ls of peace, :.~ight8ousness, truth and mercy. ''Je beliF.lVe that thssn 

idAals can be brought into fruition through the joint entRrprise of 

home end school. They can be translated into actual practice through 

more conscious involvement on your part. 

Acquaint yourselves ~ith our program of study, particularly with 

the curricular outlines of your children's grarles, Examine and discuss 

the insb~ uctional material 1·Jith your children. Children t'Jill lea!:n 

bettor and devolop a greater reverence fo r the religious school if they 

c:an sense that thesa matters are important to you. 

What else can you do to involve yourselves as active partners? 

It may not be possible for you to attend Sabbath se,vices every 

t'Jeek; but you could - and you should - attend synagoguA sArvices 
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several times a year, in the company of your children. Prayer is the 

bridge betL•Jeen man and his niaker, but it also serves as a bridge betuJP.P.n 

one Jew and another, 

JeuJish education must be highly important to you; otherulise, you 

uJould not go through th8 trouble of shuttling your children back and 

forth, nor would you submit yourselves to the other inconvoniences 

involved. Are you, then, proving to your child that Jewish education 

is extremnly important? How long has it been since you have attended 

a formal class? negister in an adult education class, refresh and 

replenish your OL•Jn Jewish knotJJlerlge. It IJJill yeild profitable rlividenrls 

to you as an indiviriual, and it will establish a bond bt=Jtumen you and 

your children. They ~ill come to the realization that Jewish education 

is not only a preparation for a Bar-Mitzvah or Bat-Mitzvah, They will 

come to understand that these ceremonies do not mean termination of 

study, but that Jeulish learning continues as long as life itself. 

~hat else can you do to make Jowish learning more meaningful? 

Enrich your home with Jewish ceremonial objects, Jewish books, and 

records; but above all, provide a Jewish environment. Home observance 

of the Sabbath and festivals is vital. Our sages have emphasized the 

fact that "study is important when it leads to action." By creating 

a Jewish climate in the home, you will enhance the work of the religious 

school, leading to an interrelation between Je11Jish knowledge and JeuJish 

practice. Your aim and our aim is one; we desire to bring up our child­

ren as wholesome Jews tJJith a reverence for life and for the Giver of 

Life, to infuse in them the desire to serve man, and to make them aware 

that God lives in the open mind, 

7 



THF PHTLGSOPHY nr OUR RELJGIOliS SCHOC'l 

ThR Peth rl-Kqsp~ Israel School is an integral part of ou~ 

synagogue, a religious institution. Our congragation is a mAmber of 

the 'lnitc-Jd Synagogu~J, and thus a par.t of the Conservative movPment. 

T her R f o -,~ e , t h P i rl r' o 1 o g y , or i en tat ion , a n d cur r i c u 1 u m of t h P s c h o o 1 

are to a la~ge ext Pnt, expressions of thP viewpoints of Conservative 

Judaism. 

Th~ largest single fact affecting the Jewish chilrl of today is that 

of frsRdom of choicA. With the Axter.nal pressur8s to be a Jew fast 

vanishing, one can oafely prPdict that our children will r emain Jows, 

in any meaningful snnse of that term, upon growing up, only to th ~ Rxt~nt 

that thAy £~~~s~ consciously to do so. 

Fm~ our child:.~en to make a conscious choice to bP JP.ulish upon 

matu~ity, with thR va~ious degrPPS of sacrifice that such a choice will 

entail, will require a good rpason for doing so. Thus, thr first, fore­

most, anrl ovsr.-riding goal of Jewish education must be to give our 

children a good reason for being Jews when they grow up. If we accom­

plish this, LIIB hav£-: succeeded brilliantly. If we fail in achieving this 

goal, no matter vJhat else u1e may have succeeded in accomplishing, 1!18 havP 

nonethelass failed totally. 

WhAn we use the term religion, we are using it on several differAnt 

levels. Aut fundamental to all of our thinking with relation to this 

term is the conviction that, at its r.oot, religion is an attempt to 

anstmF cP.rtain fundamental problems and questions of human existence. 

I'Jhat is th·: mPaning of life, or has it any mAaning? t!Jhat am I to do 

Luith my lifP? I•Jhat is right and l'Jhat is Lur.ong? '!Jhat is gooci and t,•1hat 

is barl? nn what hasis shall J make my decision, etc. 



1VA start t•Jith a con\7iction that the fundamental ansL•rers that 

Judaism giv~s to the quastions vre have posPd are as valid and meaning-

ful today as they we~e AVPr, for the fundamental human situation never 

chang:-<s, and thus, the fundamental Jetnish approach to thP "human 

situation" )":mains P.ternally valid. H is for this r.eason that L'JB feel 

that Judaism anrl its massage are relevant to thR present day individual; 

the T···adition is relrvant to the life, th8 problAms, and the neods of the 

Twentisth Century American Jewish child. Tt is in this light that 

Judaism is to be p !~P.sonterl to the child, on his O"Jn level. 

~:·w~ cu!~:·:iculum is ideationally oriented. It places God anrl His 

relationship with the Jnwish pRopln at thP center. It insists on the 

relevancs of thA Tradition to the problems and needs of modern man. Jt 

sees ~itual and mechanical proficiency in the externals of Judaism as 

means to the And of creating knot•Jledgable and committed JevJs. Jt plac c-1s 

the high Bst priority upon t~ying to convey to the chilrl: 

A. !;JHP.T JUDA rsrn sTAi·'DS FOR 

!1EU:\TJ: 1G TH'~ ABOVE TO THr P'DIVIDUAL 

C. n r TI\IATF' G TH[ I~'DIVIDUAL TO I!''TER!'~ALTZr THC lOCALS OF 
LUi~ FA!T i- S AI•!D PEOPLEHOOD SO AS TD f 1AI<E THEf·l A PART flF T!-IF 
STRUCTlJRr:: CF HIS PERSC IALITY 

It is our faith that if we are able in some measu~e to achiAve the 

above, L'l3 L'rill have at least made Judaism a real and living option fo;,· 

our chiJ.ch~~Jn uJh L~ n they g:covJ up. This vlill not insure their choosing 

Judaism. Rut tJJB feel that we tuill very much increase the probability 

of their mc.king an active choice and commitment in favo1~ of Judaism. 
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r.1ETHQDQLCGY 

IJnless th'J full implications of thR fact that an afternoon school 

is rigirlly limit e d in timR are completely appreciated, it is impossible 

to even begin thFJ process of cievPloping a n adAc:uate and L'Jorkabl P. cu E-

r i c u llll m , f\ c h i 1 rJ 1 ·' h o at t en rl s our r e 1 i g i o u s s c h o o 1 f r om a g E' 6 t h 1: o u g h 

age 15 gets as many how·s of foJ'mal instruction as he L'JOUld rec e ive in 

2 yna~s bf Public School. 

The imp 1 i cat ions t o be d i' a IJJn f •: om t h P. sever e limit at ions of 

availabl3 time a ·L· e as follot•Js: 

1. Th e goals of our e1rluca ti onal system must be limited. 

~. All mRthodology must b 8 rigidly tailored to achisve thn 
limited goals d~cid o d upon. 

3. Time must be utilized to the maximum. 

1!. Subject ma.ttnr must bn integr ated to achieve 1!!_a_){_i_m~~- ff.f .l?._c_t_ 
er it h in th,.., availabla time. 

5, [}:t:o:a-curl'icular activiti Rs must supplrmcnt, and bo integ•:atod 
int o , the ovgr-all cur r iculum. 

These a~e fi r st and second gradA child~en. First graders are in 

Prep Class anrl s n cond gl'arlel:'s are in Prima."y Class. They attend once 

a wer-:1< fo ··· th,:en hou ···s. Thn purposes of the Primary Division are to 

accustom thr• chil cl:o · Rn to attenrlanco at our Religious School; to c -..· nate 

a positivn attiturlo tot~rd the Religious School, and thus to Je~ish 

Studi os 8nd Judais ;n in g rme r al; to teach ce·.:tain fundamRntals of Jn:orisll 

holidays; p~actic e s and observancqs; anrl to prepare fo~ Hebre~ languagA 

r eadin e ss by teaching limit e d Hebrew vocabulary, 
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ELEf.lEi'TARY - - .. . ...... ---

LOl'JP.I' (Heb~e~ grades 1 vnd 2) 

These chilrlren begin thr e e day per vJeek attendance. These are 

the Qi.'adus in !.'Jhich basic skills are lBarned, including language, prayp·c, 

and basic kno~J.odge of Judaism • 

. U.P.P.flF. (r;J:'acles :3 , 1! and 5) 

T h i s i s a t ran s it i on per i a d l'J he. n I· : e b r e L'l b e cam n s a t o o 1 in t h E1 

acadomic classes and ~emains a subject matter in the linguistic classes. 

At this ti m2 , our instructional program takes into account individual 

needs anrl rliffer ences, It has bc:!en found that vrhilP. some children a · .. ·e 

linguistically or ient~d, others finrl that ideational approach to be 

more benGficial, ''lith this in mind, vre have a systrc1m of tuJo class 8s at 

each grade lev e l, Hach emphasizing th e. approach most suitnd to thn 

class m8mbm·s . 

Subj~ct matt Rr begins ta include history, a study of the community 

of Anl'l l~ican Jurliasm to the problems of life. 

This division of the School has, as its prima~y aim, t~e imple­

mentation of the hasic aims and goals of the School, namely, the da­

veloping of a mature approach to Judaism (built upon the foundation 

laid in the Elementary division) and an attempt to give the child~ ~n 

a rationale of being Jel!Jish on a matu~~e level, I•Je ate in the procgss of 

creating an 9nriehed section in au ~ Confirmation program. The en ~ lcharl 

section t•rill have added courses and an incr eased study L'Jhich vJill 

culminat~ t'Jith a summ'1r study-tour of the state of Is1·ael. 
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STANDARDS FOr PRDmnTION OF STUDENTS 

A unifm:m set of stanrlards is a pl'irrerequisite of a 111ell run 

school, These ground rules must be accepted by pupils, parents and 

teachers alike, I:Jithout them, an efficient, productive and orderly 

lea1~ning p('ocess is _i_m_P.9.~..:?.i_ble_. Tho educational prog:r.am of a religious 

school will be effective to the extent that standards are maintained in 

attenclsnce, '=!ffor.t ancl achievc:ment, and to the e>ctent that standa 1:cls 

are estahlished for promotion of pupils from grade to grade. 

ThE! standards sr>··:v e as a yardstick against L'Jhich the grDIJJth of our 

child .': en can bn mr:asu•:ed. They p1·ovid e the criteria n8cessary to 

detl=r·: rnin c t•Jh 8th e:·: o:.: not a pupil is ready to be advanced from on e g:rarle 

level to anothe~. 

STM·lDA RDS 

1. Attsnrlance: Prompt and regular attendance is essential in any 

effective school. To be promoted to the next grade, a pupil must 

maintain goorl attendance and punctuality. Unless there are m'tenuCttin g 

circumstances, 15% absences represents the maximum number permissible 

in any school year. Absences in excess of this number L'Jill result 

in the student's receiving an incomplete. 

2. Attitude:: l{espoct for teache1: s, subject mattBr, and Synagogu e 

represFJnt three "musts". A student L'Jhose attitudP. is dAtrimental to 

the ~unning of the school, after counseling ~ith the DitActor of 

Education and his parnnts, is expected to conform to our standa ~ ds. 

RAfusal to adhere to school standards will result in a suspension. 

After a third ~erning, parents will be requasted to withdraw thR 

student from school not as a punishment but rather to safngard 

the doco~um of tho school. 12 



3. [ffort: Pupils ~ill he e xpected to evidence effo~t in all a r eas 

of school t'JOJ.'k, Sel'ious participation in class studies, school functions 1 

participstion in ··nligious se r vices, a nd homeUJo~k assignments arp, e '~-

pected of all sturl nnts. Failure to produc e a satisfacto~y effo~t ~ill 

result in an "incomplete". A pupil l'Jho is habitually unprepared L'Jill 

not be pror:Joted. 

L!.. Conduct: !J.Je m~pect proper behavior in the class-room, ordP.rly 

conduct in assRmbliAs, and on Synagogue pr operty. A pupil who is 

disruptivn of class activities, aftA1' due ~a1'ning, and in consultation 

with pa:o~:Jnts I'Jill b8 suspended in accordance t'lith above rules. 

5. Achi~vemsnt: The curriculum calls for an integ~ated coverage of 

mat8rial of each gradP. level, nur pupils, within thRir own limits, a-cP. 

m~pect2cl to master the assigned L'Jork, Progress ancl lea:cning in coach of 

the g~adAG will be measured subjectively through evaluation of thn 

pupil's behavior patterns in class and in the va~ious activities of ths 

school and objoctively, by maans of a periodic testing program. 

Satisfacto~y pnrfo~mance on these tests is expected of all pupils for 

promotion. Pupils L'1ho fail to coVE!r thE' assigned matel·ial t'iill l:eceive 

a grad8 of "incomplete''. Pupils t'lho fail the objP.ctive tests t'Jill 

receive a g~ade of unsatisfactory, 

6. !ncomplotA, !lnsa tisfactory and Failurt~: '•Jhen a pupil, because of 

probloms concorning attendance, achiev8ment, conduct or attitude, has 

receiv e d a g:ade ol "incomplete" O!.' "unsatisfactory", a specific 

assignm~nt of mak8-up-vJO•'k tnill bP given. Satisfacto,y completion of 

this a ssignment prior to thA opening of the next school year is man­

dato:o:y, Failurn to compl:=!te the assignment L'Jill -cesult in holding the:; 

pupil at the prior grade level. 13 



7. Trial Promotion: A student who has madR up an incomplete or 

unsatisfactory will be placRd in the next g~ade on a t~ial basis. His 

progress will be followed by th s teacher and principal, A second 

successiVA incomplotr' or unsatisfacto··~Y L'Jill be regarded as a failU"t~8 

requring repetition of the grade in which thn failure u~s incurrerl, 

8, Junia~ Congrpgation: StudPnts are urged to attend at least 20 

Junior Congr 3gation Services per year. Att8ndanco with pa~ent or par­

ents at l.'ain Sabbath Sm:vice vrill b 2 considered in lieu of Junia •.' 

Congr~gation attenrlance. Attendance at Sabbath morning snrvicP at 

anothq~ Synagogue will be considerRd on thG same basis. Failur e to 

attBnd 20 s~ ~ vices p 8~ ynar could result in the loss of 'all around 

honor s ·tudent' status. 

9, [>(t Gnu at ing Circumstances: I•Jh e n e>(t enuat ing circumstances m( ist 

for failul:u to mr3ot th r~ requirements fo;' promotion, the parent L'•ill be 

requi!: sd to communicate l' tith the Director of Education stating thn 

conditions L'lhich cl f-l serve special consideration, These ci :-~cumstances 

will bn referred to a committee composed of the Education Director, 

Chairman of the Education Committee and two designates of the Chairman 

of th~ Education Committee for their consideration. 




