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As everyone looks forward to better days ahead, the Sanctu-
ary Redesign Committee is planning for a time when the entire 
BEKI family can gather safely and joyfully in a sanctuary that 
meets our community’s physical, spiritual, and fiscal needs.

The committee expects 
to develop a design concept 
by this spring. Their work 
is guided by feedback from 
BEKI members, President 
Yaron Lew, Rabbi Eric Wood-
ward, and by the committee’s 
mission statement: to design a 
sanctuary that is warm, inclu-
sive, accessible, inspirational, 
and feasible.

An online congrega-
tional survey in November 
got a great response from 183 people, 95 percent of whom 
are BEKI members. The survey results help identify major 
priorities for the sanctuary redesign. Those priorities include: 
accessibility, seating, acoustics, climate control and air qual-
ity, amount of natural light, and intangible priorities (such as 
a warm atmosphere; fostering a sense of community; creating 
a space conducive to participatory prayer and singing; and 
facilitating a spiritual experience.)

These survey findings dovetail with BEKI’s values and the 
redesign committee’s mission statement. Accessibility sup-
ports BEKI’s egalitarian and inclusive values. The redesign 
committee will consider accessibility and inclusivity in every 
aspect of the sanctuary’s design and function. Changing from 
our current hierarchical, audience-style seating arrangement 

(facing a stage in front) to a more inclusive layout will better 
fit our participatory, member-led services. Acoustical im-
provements will also promote inclusivity, accessibility, and 
the participatory nature of our services. 

For climate control and air 
quality, part of the commit-
tee’s charge is to determine 
what HVAC improvements are 
needed in the sanctuary and 
to incorporate those changes 
into the redesign. The upgrades 
should lessen the noise (there-
by improving acoustics), en-
hance air quality, and improve 
energy efficiency — poten-
tially reducing BEKI’s carbon 
footprint and operating costs. 

Replacing the single-pane sanctuary windows with energy-ef-
ficient glass will offer many design possibilities for increasing 
natural light in the room. 

To help us turn these priorities into design proposals that fit 
BEKI’s unique character, the Committee has retained architect 
Michael Goldblum of Building Studio Architects in New York 
City. https://buildingstudio.com. A Stamford native, Michael 
has a wealth of experience in synagogue design. He has also 
worked on numerous Connecticut projects, including the his-
toric preservation of a downtown New Haven bank building.

Please watch your email and BEKI Happenings for addi-
tional updates and opportunities to be involved in the redesign 
process. At any time, please feel free to contact us with ques-
tions or suggestions: sanctuaryredesign@beki.org.

Sanctuary Redesign

Congregants participate in the dedication ceremony for 
BEKI’s sanctuary in 1960.

https://buildingstudio.com
mailto:sanctuaryredesign@beki.org
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Board of Directors
If you have questions or concerns, please speak with a Board member.

• Yaron Lew (president) president@beki.org
• Michael Hurwitz (vice president) michael.hurwitz@yale.edu
• Rachel Bashevkin (vice president) bulletin@beki.org
• Steve Rudof (treasurer)  
• Donna Levine (secretary) 
• Murray Akresh  
• Harold Birn 

• Eric Dunsker 
• Mimi Glenn
• Rachel Greenberg 
• David Levy 
• Jennifer Myer  
• Mark Oppenheimer 
• Sam Purdy 

• Gadiel Robbins 
• Tamara Schechter 
• Rob Schonberger
• Jay Sokolow
• Rachel Wiseman Gerber 
• Evan Wyner

http://www.beki.org
http://www.facebook.com/groups/150723544983402
mailto:Bulletin@BEKI.org
http://www.beki.org
mailto:president@beki.org
mailto:michael.hurwitz@yale.edu
mailto:bulletin@beki.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/150723544983402
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Programming

Learn to Read Torah
BEKI is offering “Learn to Leyn,” 

a six-week Torah trope course 
with Cantor Shoshana Lash, starting 
Jan. 5. This will be a free, one hour, 
in-person class, each Wednesday at 
6:10 pm at BEKI. This class is for 
you if you never learned to leyn, or if 

you have forgotten almost everything. The only prerequi-
site is that you can read Hebrew. For more information and 
to register: cantorSL@yahoo.com. This course is provided 
with support from the Morris & Sara Oppenheim Fund for 
Sacred Music.

Our Musical Heritage 
Ethnomusicologist Rachel Adel-

stein, a BEKI member who for years 
has created engaging presentations 
about Jewish music, will launch a 
6-part Zoom program Jan. 10, focus-
ing on the origins and the evolution 
of the tunes we use in our services at 

BEKI, Mondays at 8 pm at tinyurl.com/BEKIschmooze. 
Tune in for as many classes as you would like. This course 
is provided with support from the Morris & Sara Oppen-
heim Fund for Sacred Music. 

Tu Bishvat Seder
	 Join us for an online celebration of the New Year for 

Trees on Sunday, Jan. 16 from 6:30 to 7:30 pm. For this 
Seder, we’ll say the blessing for wine once and the blessing 
for fruit three times. To fully participate, prepare a glass of 
wine or grape juice and a dish of three things that grow on 
trees, such as an almond, walnut, cashew, orange, apple, 
pear, or olive. Feel free to bring your entire dinner to the 
Zoom. We’ll have songs, conversation, and videos to keep 
both adults and children engaged. At tinyurl.com/BEKIs-

chmooze. This is one of our Synagogue Vegan Challenge 
events, supported by Vegfund. 

Explore Prayer
	On the third Wednesday of the 

month, which is Jan. 19, you are 
invited Prayer and Liturgy at BEKI, 
an Ongoing Exploration with Rabbi 
Carl Astor. The focus is to better 
understand the language, the histori-
cal context, and the spiritual meaning 

of our prayers and liturgy. The special Zoom link for this 
program is https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83810021641?pwd=
ejVqK3pta0c0UHlHRytVbDUyWG1WQT09.

Book Schmooze Jan. 26
	Author Jennifer Anne Moses will 

discuss her most recent book, a collec-
tion of short stories entitled The Man 
Who Loved His Wife, on Wednesday, 
Jan. 26 at 7:30 p.m. This book, she ex-
plains, “is the result of my deep dive 
into Yiddish literature and my love of 

the Hebrew language.” Also a painter, she is the author of 
six prior books, dozens of essays and articles; she currently 
writes a blog for The Times of Israel. Join us for this book 
talk at tinyurl.com/BEKIschmooze.

Carl Astor

Jennifer Anne Moses

Rachel Adelstein

Shoshana Lash

http://www.beki.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/150723544983402
mailto:cantorSL@yahoo.com
http://tinyurl.com/BEKIschmooze
http://tinyurl.com/BEKIschmooze
http://tinyurl.com/BEKIschmooze
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83810021641?pwd=ejVqK3pta0c0UHlHRytVbDUyWG1WQT09.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83810021641?pwd=ejVqK3pta0c0UHlHRytVbDUyWG1WQT09.
http://tinyurl.com/BEKIschmooze
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News

Zoe Katz Bat Mitzvah
The bat mitzvah of Zoe 

Katz, daughter of Julie and Sam 
Katz, will be celebrated on Satur-
day, January 8, parashat Bo. The 
congregation is invited to attend. 
Kiddush lunch sponsored by Julie 
and Samuel will follow. Zoe, a 7th 
grader at Ezra Academy, plays polo 
for the Yale Polo team. She also 
loves Camp Ramah, iced coffee, gymnastics, and animals. 
Zoe would happily walk your dog, feed your cat, or ride 
your horse, if you have one to lend her, as she has no 
animals at home.

Minyan News
Morning minyan on Monday, Jan. 17, which is 

M.L.King Day, will be at 9 am. 
The Ritual Committee requests that more of us commit 

to one weekly minyan so that they can anticipate atten-
dance. Questions? Consult bekitefilla@gmail.com.

No March Bulletin
The next bulletin will be a combined February/March is-

sue. The deadline for submissions will be Monday, Jan. 10.

Clothing for DESK 
Thank you for your donations of men’s outdoor clothing 

for Downtown Evening Soup Kitchen.

Conversation with the Artist 
Join us in the BEKI gallery after Kiddush lunch on 

Saturday, Feb. 5 for a conversation with artist Bruce Oren, 
starting at 12:30 pm. Please note the new date and time. 

The snow date will be the following Shabbat. Bruce’s 
exhibit of sculpture, photography and paintings, “Entropy 
Warriors,” will be on display until Feb. 26.

It is customary to hold an Installation Cer-
emony for a new rabbi within the first year of 
his service. With the excitement and love we 
feel towards our new rabbi, there is a great 
desire among our members to hold a meaningful 
ceremony. I am happy to announce that prepara-
tions have started, a leadership team is in place, 
the date is set for Sunday morning March 27, 
and Rabbi Ravid Tilles, whom the rabbi adores, 

has committed to speak. 
I can’t tell you how thrilled I am to see 

our synagogue and our community thriving 
and excited. These are wonderful times to be 
a BEKI member, and the positive energy is 
contagious. Please remember that I am always 
available, and you may contact me anytime 
with any issue that needs my attention at 
president@beki.org . 

Message from President Yaron Lew

Yaron Lew

Adapted from his Nov. 18 email to the congregation

Rabbi Installation March 27

Zoe Katz

November Teahouse, a giclée print from the  “Entropy 
Warriors” exhibit.

http://www.beki.org
http://www.facebook.com/groups/150723544983402
mailto:bekitefilla@gmail.com
mailto:President@beki.org
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Membership

Introducing Some New Members
Since January 2020, BEKI has welcomed a host of new members. Thanks to Mark Oppenheimer, you can learn more 

about who they are. Go to our website: https://www.beki.org/our-community/introducing-new-members/ . Here are some 
photographs of our new members.

Bret Kupfer and Emily Rock, Milo and Jonah

Sarah Silverman  
(& Elan Weinstock)

Max DuBoff

Bonnie Pepper, Aaron Barkon,  
and Sammi Barkon

Julie Leviter, Daniel Wiznia, Aviv Wiznia

Josh Weinstein

Tani Cohen-Fraade, Abby Fraade, and Raziel (Razi) Fraade

http://www.beki.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/150723544983402
https://www.beki.org/our-community/introducing-new-members/
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Membership (continued from page 5)

Michael, Della, Charlie 
and Simone Leapman

Annie and David Norman-Schiff

Gary and Sheri (Sharon) Hochman

Ali, Herbie and Lily Rosen Aaron Baum, Laura Van Metre Baum, Mira and Yael 

Welcome 
Our Newest 
Members
Marcelle, Jonathan, 
Eleanor and Cora 
Blessing.

http://www.beki.org
http://www.facebook.com/groups/150723544983402
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Youth Activities

By Annie Norman-Schiff,  
Youth and Family Programming Director

BEKI children and youth kept the dark days warm and 
bright as they celebrated Hanukkah. On the 4th night, fami-
lies with young children gathered for a mid-week party and 
story reading, co-sponsored with PJ Library. First, families 
listened to a picture book at Mitchell Library. Then, they 
crossed the street to BEKI for more festivities. We told the 
story of the holiday; lit candles; sang Hanukkah favorites 
with song leader Joshua Perry; and decorated personalized 
dreidels.

As always when we co-sponsor an event with PJ Library, 
this party introduced BEKI to new and unaffiliated families, 
who experienced firsthand how we welcome and celebrate 
children.

BEKI Kadima and USY closed out the holiday with an 
8th night Hanukkah party. The tweens and teens made their 
own gelt with fair trade chocolate and competed in an ex-
treme dreidel tournament for raffle tickets and prizes. They 

joined with the larger BEKI community to light all eight 
candles and bring even more light into the world.

Thanksgiving Pies
The teens returned to the kitchen to make Thanksgiving 

pies for the first time since fall 2019. This tzedakah fund-
raiser — and sweet contribution to the tables of many BEKI 
families—was a great success once again.

Fourteen BEKI teens assembled 120 kosher pareve pies, 
some pumpkin and some apple. Over 50 of these pies were 
sponsored by BEKI community members as donations to 
the Downtown Evening Soup Kitchen. The rest made their 
way to many of our own Thanksgiving tables. 

The teens spent three hours on their feet assembling the 
pies. We needed all fourteen sets of hands to get the job 
done. But their spirits were high, and they were able to taste 
some pumpkin pie à la mode by the end of the evening.

Thank you to everyone who purchased pies for them-
selves and for DESK, supporting this wonderful project.

Annie Norman-Schiff retells the Hanukkah story in costume at the party on the 4th night.

Kids, Youth Celebrate Hanukkah

http://www.beki.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/150723544983402
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Kiddush Teams

For anyone not able to attend our in-person Shab-
bat morning services, a selection of Psukei d’Zimrah, 
Shacharit, Torah, and Musaf services — led by volunteers 
and filmed by Jennifer Myer in the BEKI sanctuary — is 
posted at www.beki.org/shabbat-service-videos.

• Psukei d’Zimrah led by Jennifer Botwick
• Psukei d’Zimrah led by Rabbi Carl Astor
• Shaharit led by Rabbi Carl Astor
• Shaharit led by Max DuBoff
• Torah Service led by Rachel Adelstein
• Musaf led by Isaiah Cooper

Taped Shabbat Services OnlineMaking a Minyan & Torah Reading
To make sure we have a minyan consistently, please, 

if you can, make a weekly commitment to one or more 
service times. Let Max DuBoff duboff.max@gmail.com, 
Rachel Wiseman Gerber wisemangerber@gmail.com, or 
one of the minyan captains know about your availability. 

We’re also looking to expand BEKI’s pool of Torah 
readers, both for Shabbat and weekdays. Please let Eva 
Shragis (ritualcoordinator@beki.org) know if you want to 
read a segment of any length, including if you want to but 
don’t yet know how. Help is available.

Thanks to everyone who helps make BEKI services strong.

Coordinators
Ellen Cohen 
Rebecca Weiner

Team 1
Jennifer Myer, leader
Ina Silverman, shopper
Max DuBoff
Andy Hirshfield
Margie Hirshfield 
Joanne Rudof

Team 2
Lana Gad, leader
Joanne Rudof, shopper
Stephanie Birn
Miriam Feinstein
Ada Fenick
Diana Firestone
Mart in Gad
Roya Hakakian
Jacob Botwick Reiss
Helen Rosenberg
Kai Yang

Team 3
Marge Wiener, leader
Robert Lettick, shopper
Barbara Akresh
Karel Koenig
Diane Krevolin
Trish Loving
Jessey Palumbo
Linda Schultz
Eve Garrick Zelinsky

Team 4
Eva Shragis, leader/shopper
Sharon Astor
Isaiah Cooper
Susan Epstein
Alice Kosowsky
Lynn Saltz
Helene Sapadin
Jim Stacey

Mini Kiddush Outdoors
 Based on current Covid numbers in New Haven County 

and CDC guidelines for large group gatherings, we are 
keeping Kiddush outside. Since the weather is too cold to 
sit comfortably for a full lunch, we have switched to a sim-
pler format. We will NOT set up tables and chairs. Instead, 
we’ll have hot beverages and snacks on the sidewalk near 
the parking lot. We’ll continue this Mini Kiddush through 
the winter, no matter the temperature. If Covid rates drop 

sufficiently or CDC guidelines change, we will move in-
doors and resume full luncheons.

The cost of sponsoring a Mini Kiddush is just $100. If 
you would like to sponsor, please contact Rebecca Weiner. 
If you would like to join a Kiddush team, please tell  
Ellen Cohen.

Thank you to the volunteers who prepare our food every 
Thursday. Apologies to anyone whose name we omitted.

Kiddush preppers meet over food and drink in early June 2021.

http://www.beki.org
http://www.facebook.com/groups/150723544983402
www.beki.org/shabbat
mailto:duboff.max@gmail.com
mailto:wisemangerber@gmail.com
mailto:ritualcoordinator@beki.org


BEKI Bulletin January 2022 9Visit us at www.beki.org          Follow us on social media 

Sisterhood

Gift Shop News
Happy 2022! It’s not too late to buy a beautiful Jewish 

calendar for the wall or desk, now discounted 20 percent. 
The Gift Shop is on Instagram. Follow us at bekijudaicagifts.

Thank you to all who attended Mark Oppenheimer’s pre-
sentation on his book Squirrel Hill and supported our Book 
and Gift Fair. The Hanukah swag bags were a big success; 
we will offer them again next year. Although we sold out 
of Hanukah candles, many Hanukah items remain and will 
be discounted 20 percent. Beautiful Shabbat and Havdalah 
candles are always available. 

The early sunsets and cold nights give you a chance to 
cozy up with a good book. We have a wonderful selection 
of children’s books, young adult books, and books of adult 
interest.

We are open every day except Shabbat by appoint-
ment. Or drop in after morning minyan on Sunday and 
Thursday, and evening minyan Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday. Karen Kassap 203-430-2182. Harriet Friedman 
203-675-8607.

Tree of Life Awaits Your Leaf
The Tree of Life at the entrance to 

BEKI is a collection of gold-colored 
leaves that honor people and moments 
in our lives. For $118 you can add a leaf. 
Contact Marjorie Wiener at 203.387.6278 
or marjoriewiener@yahoo.com

http://www.beki.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/150723544983402
mailto:marjoriewiener@yahoo.com
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Contributions

Rabbi’s Tzedakah Fund 
• In honor of Rabbi Woodward and his 

family by Mark & Cyd Oppenheimer
• Diane & Dan Krevolin

Kiddush Fund
• Murray & Barbara Akresh
• BEKI Membership Committee 

(honoring new members)
• Katriela Knight

Chai/Synagogue Fund to 
support synagogue operations
• To BEKI in honor and in memory of 

Charlie & Vi Ludwig by their family
• To Art Levy in honor of his 80th 

birthday by Sam Bobrow
• To Hyla Greenberg on the yahrzeit of 

Marion Goldstein by Louis J. Petrillo

Ari Nathan Levine Children’s 
Library Fund
• In honor of Sid & Donna Levine by 

the family of Charlie & Vi Ludwig

Yahrzeit Fund to support 
synagogue operations

In memory of:
• Linda & Mayer Riff by Art & Betty 

Levy
• Stanley Watsky by Kalman Watsky
• Her mother Esther Bashevkin by 

Rachel Bashevkin

• Her beloved nephew Richard Bennett 
Goldberg by Charlotte Koskoff

• Her sister Phyllis Goldstein Goldberg 
by Charlotte Koskoff

• Harold Rogovin by Ted Maltin
• Morris Feldman by Lois K. Feldman
• David Sagerman by Robert 

Sagerman
• Fred M. Shure by Betsy Shure Gross, 

Elizabeth Shure Gross Draper, 
Andrew Gross Gaitan & Garry L. 
Gross

• Robert & Sylvia Terk by Linda Terk 
Lander

• Pauline Altschuler by Roberta 
Atteson

• Isaac Press by Lynne & Jeff Heisner 
and Joyce & David Popowski

• Mary Ann Epstein by Kranie & Earl 
Baker

• Milton Cohen by Doris & Stephen 
Brody

• Her grandfather Louis Brunswick by 
Barbara Cushen

• Edith Fields by Stanley Saxe
• Edith Sokoloff Goldstein by Shirley 

Goldstein Frumento
• Samuel M. Alper by the Alper family
• Sarah Hinda Alperowitz by the Alper 

family
• Edith Hershman Bassett Alper by 

Joseph & Lynda Alper

• Joseph Abramovitz by Joseph & 
Lynda Alper

• Samuel Adam Margolis by Amy G. 
Margolis

• Her grandmother Ida Kantrowitz by 
Sherry Kent

• Sarah Schnitman by Edward & 
Helene Schnitman Vanderhoef

• Pearl Weiner by Joanne & Steve 
Rudof

• Her dear nana Yetta Gray by Toby & 
Alan Ignal

• E. Lester Feldman by Lois K. 
Feldman

• Freda Virshup by Richard & Georgi 
Virshup

• Barbara Rader by Dennis Rader
• Rose Cohen by Dorothy & Steven 

Spellman
• Jacob Pepper by Louis J. Petrillo
• Elsie Hodes by Joyce & David 

Popowski
• Louis Belowsky by David & Rayna 

Belowsky
• Shirley Chatzek by David & Rayna 

Belowsky
• Molly Cohen Fleischner by Sara-Ann 

& Hillel Auerbach

With sorrow we note the 
passing of

May the Almighty comfort 
those who mourn

המקום ינחם
HaMakom Yinahem

Al Barnett

Save a Tree and Save a Stamp 
Contact the BEKI office if you would like to receive your 

monthly yahrzeit notices and/or monthly statements via email 
rather than snail mail; office@beki.org or 203-389-2108 x114.

Stop & Shop Gift Cards
The Stop & Shop gift cards sold by the BEKI office are debit 

cards for groceries or gasoline. This is an ongoing fundraiser 
that costs you nothing. Contact Peggy office@beki.org to 
arrange pickup.

Amazon Smile
Sign up on Amazon to donate 0.5 percent of each of your 

Amazon orders to BEKI. It costs you nothing and happens 
automatically with each order.

http://www.beki.org
http://www.facebook.com/groups/150723544983402
mailto:office@beki.org
mailto:office@beki.org
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News

THE TOWERS 
 
 

Your #1 Choice in Senior Living! 

For information or to schedule a tour call 
Rebecca Goodman-Olshansky 

(203) 772-1816, ext. 250   rebecca@towerone.org 
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ROBERT E. SHURE, INC.
F U N E R A L  H O M E

Dedicated to the Dignity and Respect of Tradition

543 George Street, New Haven, CT 06511

	 Robert E. Shure	 203-562-8244	  James M. Shure
	  Founder 	 shurefuneralhome.com 	 President

http://www.beki.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/150723544983402
http://shurefuneralhome.com
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A. Joseph Avni-Singer. M.D., FAAP

Shari Storeygard, M.D., FAAP

Shannon Martinello, M.D., FAAP

Miranda Bik-Yin Ip, M.D., FAAP

Namita Wijesekera, M.D., FAAP

303 Whitney Avenue

New Haven, CT 06511
(203) 776-1243

Fax (203) 785-1247

Child and Adolescent Health Care, L.L.C.

1 Bradley Road, Suite 102
Woodbridge, CT 06525

(203) 397-1243
Fax (203) 397-1241

Many Generations
Kim Formica
Genealogist
PO Box 1248

Orange, CT 06477
tel. 203/376.8551

kimformica@optonline.net

NOLAN’S
HAMDEN MONUMENT COMPANY

LICHTENSTEIN COMPANY

323 Washington Ave. Hamden CT 06518

(203) 288-8486

(203) 287-1593

CT toll free only (800) 852-8865

Fax (203) 287-1593

John Nolan

Michael Nolan
nolansmonuments@att.net

Facebook Digest Available
Everyone is encouraged to join the BEKI Facebook 

group. You’ll enjoy the humor, community informa-
tion, and links to cultural opportunities. 

For members who do not have a Facebook account 
but want to see the posts, just email bulletin@beki.
org to request the weekly Facebook digest, sent as one 
email each Friday.

Donate Online
Fast and easy at www.beki.org/give

Advertise Your Business in the Bulletin
Would you like your ad here in the coming year? 

Each month, the BEKI bulletin reaches over 700 
households, most of them in the New Haven area. 
Check with Peggy in the BEKI office about our vari-
ety of ad rates. 

http://www.beki.org
http://www.facebook.com/groups/150723544983402
mailto:kimformica@optonline.net
mailto:nolansmonuments@att.net
https://www.facebook.com/groups/150723544983402
https://www.facebook.com/groups/150723544983402
mailto:bulletin@beki.org
mailto:bulletin@beki.org
http://www.beki.org/give
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www.hamdenhall.org   203.752.2610
1108 Whitney Ave., Hamden, CT   06517

Hamden Hall
Country Day School

Educating students in 
PreSchool through Grade 12.

FOUNDED 1912
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We celebrated National Mix It Up Day  
 in October to foster greater respect

and understanding among our students.

http://www.beki.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/150723544983402
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It’s an exciting time at BEKI. 
Earlier this month, we had 
scores of young people present 

for a Hanukkah program with PJ 
Library. Just two Shabbatot before, 
we welcomed more than 20 new 
members who have recently joined 
us. And we’re in the process of 
envisioning new possibilities for our 
sanctuary.

But for me, in the immediate future, I’m looking 
forward to something that doesn’t have a lot to do with 
Judaism: I’m looking forward to the first real snowfall of 
the year.

I remember my first East Coast snowfall. I was sitting 
in Philosophy 101 (Katharine was in that class, too), and 
it was a Friday morning in the 10 am section. Large, wet 
snowflakes descended onto the patio outside the class-
room, and over the 50 minutes of class they created little 
piles on the railing and chairs. 

I’d seen snow before, skiing in the California moun-
tains, but I’d never had snow where I lived. I’d never seen 

snow in my everyday life, covering things that were so 
ordinary with this totally extraordinary, almost magical, 
substance.

Yes, I get sick of snow by March. In the shoveling 
and in the salting and in the stepping in snowy puddles, I 
am sure I will regret this column. But for now, I want to 
embrace it.

I want to embrace the possibility of wonder and sur-
prise. Do you feel that when you see snow? I’m excited 
to see West Rock covered in snow. What will its outcrop-
pings look like? One of the great aspects of snow is how 
it falls over our regular lives and transforms them, at least 
briefly, into something magical.

Often, our Jewish lives can focus so intensely on Juda-
ism that we forget that the world, too, is an aspect of our 
Jewish lives. The appreciation of beauty – the snow, the 
ocean, the flowers in the spring – is holy, too.

Take some time this winter to appreciate. Maybe set a 
few moments aside each day to remark to yourself about 
something beautiful you see. Make a space for apprecia-
tion of this world around us. Feel a sense of wonder. Let 
the regularity of your life be transformed by the snow.

Finding Time for 
Gratitude, Wonder, 

and Snow

Message from Rabbi Woodward

Eric Woodward

Robert Bero,  
Winter West Rock, 
1966, etching 
from the  
J. Paul 
Oppenheim 
Memorial  
Collection at 
the Yale Art 
Gallery.

http://www.beki.org
http://www.facebook.com/groups/150723544983402
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January 2022
28 Tevet 5782 - 29 Shevat 5782

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31

28 Tevet

29 Tevet 1 Shevat 2 Shevat 3 Shevat 4 Shevat 5 Shevat 6 Shevat

7 Shevat 8 Shevat 9 Shevat 10 Shevat 11 Shevat 12 Shevat 13 Shevat

14 Shevat 15 Shevat 16 Shevat 17 Shevat 18 Shevat 19 Shevat 20 Shevat

21 Shevat 22 Shevat 23 Shevat 24 Shevat 25 Shevat 26 Shevat 27 Shevat

28 Shevat 29 Shevat

9:15am Shabbat Service-
Sanctuary (in-person 
only)
10:45am Children's 
Havura, K-2 Kehila, 
Junior Congregation

No Religious School
9:00am Courtyard or 
Chapel & Zoom Service
5:45pm Chapel & Zoom 
Service

Rosh Hodesh

7:00am Chapel & Zoom 
Service
5:45pm Chapel & Zoom 
Service
7:00pm Executive Board 
Meeting

7:00am Chapel & Zoom 
Service
5:45pm Chapel & Zoom 
Service

7:00am Chapel & Zoom 
Service
5:45pm Chapel & Zoom 
Service
6:10pm Learn to Leyn 
w/Cantor Shoshana 
Lash (in-person only)

8:15am Chapel & Zoom 
Service
5:45pm Chapel & Zoom 
Service

7:00am Chapel & Zoom 
Service
4:20pm Candle Lighting 
6:00pm Chapel Kabbalat 
Shabbat (in-person only)

Zoe Katz Bat Mitzvah
9:15am Shabbat Service-
Sanctuary (in-person 
only)
10:45am Children's 
Havura, K-2 Kehila, 
Junior Congregation

9:00am Courtyard or 
Chapel & Zoom Service
5:45pm Chapel & Zoom 
Service

7:00am Chapel & Zoom 
Service
5:45pm Chapel & Zoom 
Service
8:00pm Exploring BEKI's 
Musical Heritage 
w/Rachel Adelstein via 
Zoom

7:00am Chapel & Zoom 
Service
5:45pm Chapel & Zoom 
Service

7:00am Chapel & Zoom 
Service
5:45pm Chapel & Zoom 
Service
6:10pm Learn to Leyn 
w/Cantor Shoshana 
Lash (in-person only)

8:15am Chapel & Zoom 
Service
5:45pm Chapel & Zoom 
Service

7:00am Chapel & Zoom 
Service
4:28pm Candle Lighting 
6:00pm Chapel Kabbalat 
Shabbat (in-person only)

9:15am Shabbat Service-
Sanctuary (in-person 
only)
10:45am Children's 
Havura, K-2 Kehila, 
Junior Congregation

No Religious School
9:00am Courtyard or 
Chapel & Zoom Service
5:45pm Chapel & Zoom 
Service
6:30pm Tu Bishvat 
Seder via Zoom

Tu B'Shevat  

Office Closed
9:00am Chapel & Zoom 
Service (Federal Holiday 
Time)
5:45pm Chapel & Zoom 
Service
8:00pm Exploring BEKI's 
Musical Heritage 
w/Rachel Adelstein via 
Zoom

7:00am Chapel & Zoom 
Service
5:45pm Chapel & Zoom 
Service

7:00am Chapel & Zoom 
Service
5:45pm Chapel & Zoom 
Service
6:10pm Learn to Leyn 
w/Cantor Shoshana 
Lash (in-person only)
7:30pm Prayer & Liturgy 
at BEKI with Rabbi Carl 
Astor via Zoom

8:15am Chapel & Zoom 
Service
5:45pm Chapel & Zoom 
Service

7:00am Chapel & Zoom 
Service
4:36pm Candle Lighting 
6:00pm Chapel Kabbalat 
Shabbat (in-person only)

9:15am Shabbat Service-
Sanctuary (in-person 
only)
10:45am Children's 
Havura, K-2 Kehila, 
Junior Congregation

9:00am Courtyard or 
Chapel & Zoom Service
5:45pm Chapel & Zoom 
Service

7:00am Chapel & Zoom 
Service
5:45pm Chapel & Zoom 
Service
7:00pm General Board 
Meeting
8:00pm Exploring BEKI's 
Musical Heritage 
w/Rachel Adelstein via 
Zoom

7:00am Chapel & Zoom 
Service
5:45pm Chapel & Zoom 
Service

7:00am Chapel & Zoom 
Service
5:45pm Chapel & Zoom 
Service
6:10pm Learn to Leyn 
w/Cantor Shoshana 
Lash (in-person only)
7:30pm Zoom Book Talk 
w/Jennifer Anne Moses 
"The Man Who Loved 
His Wife"

8:15am Chapel & Zoom 
Service
5:45pm Chapel & Zoom 
Service

7:00am Chapel & Zoom 
Service
4:45pm Candle Lighting 
6:00pm Chapel Kabbalat 
Shabbat (in-person only)

9:15am Shabbat Service-
Sanctuary (in-person 
only)
10:45am Children's 
Havura, K-2 Kehila, 
Junior Congregation

9:00am Courtyard or 
Chapel & Zoom Service
5:45pm Chapel & Zoom 
Service

7:00am Chapel & Zoom 
Service
5:45pm Chapel & Zoom 
Service
8:00pm Exploring BEKI's 
Musical Heritage 
w/Rachel Adelstein via 
Zoom

BEKI Events
Sundays
9 am Shaharit
5:45 pm Maariv

Mondays
7 am Shaharit
5:45 pm Maariv

Tuesdays
7 am Shaharit
5:45 pm Maariv

Wednesdays
7 am Shaharit
5:45 pm Maariv

Thursdays
8:15 am Shaharit
5:45 pm Maariv

Fridays
7 am Shaharit
6 pm Kabbalat Shabbat

Saturdays
9:15 am Shaharit

Service Times

    Mark Your Calendar 
Feb 5 Artist conversation with Bruce Oren
Mar 16 Erev Purim
Mar 27 Installation of Rabbi Woodward
Apr 9 B’Mitzvah of Lily Rosenthal

Apr 15 First Seder
May 28 B’Mitzvah of Joel Grutzendler
June 4 B’Mitzvah of Rachel Anderson
June 5-6 Shavuot
June 20 Annual Meeting

http://www.beki.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/150723544983402


Visit us at www.beki.org          BEKI Bulletin January 2022

85 Harrison Street

New Haven, CT 06515

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage

P A I D
Permit #131

New Haven, CT

DATED MATERIAL

Follow us on social media 

Services

Sunday 9 am (outdoors, weather permitting) 
Sunday 5:45 pm 
Monday 7 am 
Monday 5:45 pm 
Tuesday 7 am 
Tuesday 5:45 pm 
Wednesday 7 am

For the latest information on services, check Happenings or email bekitefilla@gmail.com

All services are also available on Zoom except Friday night and Saturday morning.

Wednesday 5:45 pm 
Thursday 8:15 am 
Thursday 5:45 pm 
Friday 7 am 
Friday 6 pm
Saturday 9:15 am

Easy Fundraiser
The Stop & Shop gift cards sold by the BEKI office are 

debit cards for groceries or gasoline. This is an ongoing 
fundraiser that costs you nothing. Contact Peggy  
office@beki.org to arrange pickup.

Save a Tree and Save a Stamp
Contact the BEKI office if you would like to 

receive your monthly yahrzeit notices and/or 
monthly statements via email rather than snail 
mail; office@beki.org or 203-389-2108 x114

file:///Users/Bruce/Documents/BEKI%20Bulletins/Jan09Bulletin/Copy/www.beki.org
mailto:bekitefilla@gmail.com
mailto:office@beki.org
mailto:office@beki.org

