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A New Haven Tradition since 1892

James Berger Poetry
Poet and Professor James Berger will

read from and discuss his third book of
poetry, The Obvious Poems and The
Worthless Poems, on Saturday May 6, at
12:45 pm after Kiddush lunch. Jim, who is a
Senior Lecturer in English andAmerican
Studies at Yale, published this latest book in
November 2022.

“Berger’s brisk work,” writes Rachel Blau DuPlessis,
“takes soundings in the systems visibly failing all around us,
and he puts his findings in message-poems and bulletins to
frame the necessity for transforming all this— but how? is
the stark question.”

Lunch and Learn

Join us for a lunch and learn on Saturday, May 13 in cele-
bration of Jay Sokolow and Ina Silverman’s 65th birthdays,
sponsored by Avital “Tali” Silverman and Shai Sokolow Sil-
verman. At 12:45 pm Shai will be teaching about Kibud Av
V'aim (Honoring thy father and mother).

Lag BaOmer Kumsitz
Monday evening May 8 is Lag

BaOmer, the 33rd day of the Omer. The
folk-custom is to sing around a camp-
fire at a “kumsitz,” meaning “come”
and “sit.” We will gather at 7:30 pm in
the BEKI courtyard. We’ll sing niggu-
nim—which have no words— as well
as traditional American songs and Jew-
ish songs from our song sheets. The
sheets and recordings of all songs are at the BEKI website,
thanks to songleader Max DuBoff. Come to sing and to roast
a marshmallow for your s’mores.

In case of rain, check the BEKI website or email presiden-
t@beki.org for an update. If necessary, we will delay the
kumsitz until the next evening.

Jewish Short Stories
Rabbi Carl Astor, currently serving

as the rabbi of Kol HaNeshama in
Sarasota, has arranged for all BEKI
members to register as “members” for
free access to an online class he is
teaching on Tuesdays 7:30 to 8:30 pm.

“This class began with two familiar
stories from the Bible, then a number of
midrashic tales from the rabbinic period,”
he said. “After that, we will discuss stories from Reb Nahman of
Bretzlav. I have some wonderful Yiddish stories (translated),
someAmerican-Jewish stories (Malamud, Roth), and finally
modern Israeli authors (Agnon, Keret, andAmos Oz).” Each
week, he sends the story to be discussed. Kol HaNeshama will
provide the Zoom link to everyone who registers.
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The newsletter is published monthly by Congregation
Beth El-Keser Israel for the benefit of its members.

Congregation Beth El-Keser Israel is affiliated with the
United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism.

To contribute articles or for inquiries regarding membership:

• Call the Synagogue office: 203.389.2108
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the month preceding publication.

Annual subscription is $36
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Board of Directors
If you have questions or concerns, please speak with a Board member.

• Rachel Bashevkin (president) president@beki.org
• Jennifer Myer (vice-president)
• David Levy (vice-president)
• Steve Rudof (treasurer)
• Donna Levine (secretary)
• Murray Akresh
• Harold Birn

• Rachel Doft
• Eric Dunsker
• Russell Epstein
• Jonathan Freiman
• Mimi Glenn
• Michael Hurwitz
• Yaron Lew

• Sam Purdy
• Jonathan Rohner
• Tamara Schechter
• Rob Schonberger
• Jay Sokolow
• Evan Wyner
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News

The Great Give
The Great Give on May 3-4 is a lovely New Haven phil-

anthropic tradition. If you want to participate, BEKI is one
of the organizations you can support, and your donation
will help our operating budget. However, because of pro-
cessing fees, the Great Give is not the BEST way to sup-
port BEKI. Instead, donate through our website or--even
better!--send a check directly to BEKI. Particularly if you
are sending in a large donation for the Sanctuary Redesign,
please send a check.

Annual Meeting
BEKI’s annual meeting will be in person on WEDNES-

DAY, June 14 (not on Zoom or livestream). We encourage
you to attend the 5:45 pm service, followed by a light sup-
per at 6:15 pm. The meeting will begin at 6:45 pm and end
by 8 pm.

The slate of officers and board members will be presented;
the past year will be reviewed; endowment and membership

figures will be shared.We’ll pause in memoriam as we re-
member those whom we lost during the past year.

We hope to see you there.

Welcome New Members

Toni Davis and Leslie Brisman
Patricia “Patsy” Foisie
Anna and Clifford Merin

HaMakom Yinachem
Shirley Colten, mother of Roger Colten (and Sarah Berry)

May the Almighty comfort those who mourn

Team 1
Jennifer Myer, leader
Ina Silverman, shopper
Naftali Caplan
Max DuBoff
Andy Hirshfield
Margie Hirshfield
Karel Koenig
Joanne Rudof
Lynn Saltz

Team 2
Lana Gad, leader
Joanne Rudof, shopper
Miriam Feinstein
Ada Fenick
Diana Firestone
Tema Leviter
Jacob Botwick Reiss
Helen Rosenberg

Team 3
Margie Wiener, leader
Robert Lettick, shopper
BarbaraAkresh
Holly Chepow
Diane Krevolin
Trish Loving
Carol Marcus
Jessey Palumbo
Jim Stacey
Linda Schultz

Team 4
Helene Sapadin, leader/shopper
IsaiahCooper, leader/shopper
Sharon Astor
Susan Epstein
Kelin Gersick
Gary Hochman
Sheri Hochman
Alice Kosowsky
Lynn Saltz
Eva Shragis
Jim Stacey

New Liaisons Needed
As Max DuBoff steps away from the role (so he can fo-

cus on his doctoral dissertation!), we need a new Colum-
bus House liaison. In that role, Max organized a
monthly food delivery and coordinated a holiday dinner
sponsored by local synagogues. An additional option for
the liaison is registering BEKI to resume cooking and/or
serving a monthly meal at Columbus House. Max will hap-
pily train you; introduce you to Sheree DiMario, the excel-

lent Volunteer Coordinator at Columbus House; and sup-
port you during the transition. If you are interested, please
email duboff.max@gmail.com.

We also need a new liaison to JCARR, the Jewish Com-
munity Alliance for Refugee Resettlement. The job can be
just keeping BEKI informed of current JCARR projects
and needs, or enhanced with direct interaction with refugee
family members. For more information, contact current li-
aison Madeleine Kleinman at madk117@gmail.com.

Tikkun Olam

Thanks to Kiddush Teams
We’re grateful for every Thursday that a team prepares our Shabbat lunch. Apologies to anyone whose name we omitted.

Coordinators: Ellen Cohen and Rebecca Weiner

Toni Davis and
Leslie Brisman

https://www.beki.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/150723544983402
mailto:mailto:madk117@gmail.com
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Ritual

Tikkun Leyl Shavuot
Arriving the night of Thursday, May

25 and lasting for two days, the holi-
day of Shavuot celebrates the giving of
the Torah. BEKI’s tradition is a late
night of study—with breaks for creamy

(dairy and non-dairy) desserts! No
background knowledge required, just
an interest in Jewish learning.We’ll
start that Thursday at 8:15 pm with
Maariv.Watch for the flyer with infor-
mation about the teachers and topics.

Shavuot Services
Morning services on Friday and Sat-

urday, May 26 and 27, will begin at
9:15 am and will be followed both days
by a mini-kiddush. Saturday’s service
will includeYizkor prayers.

Rabbi’s Ritual Corner
Each month in this space, I’ll brief
you on — or expand on — halakhic

issues around the synagogue.

Don’t Let the Omer Get You Down
I want to talk about the Omer a bit, and to announce some

ritual decisions regarding BEKI that might affect you.
There is an Omer custom dating to the MiddleAges in

which Jews do not get married or get haircuts/shave beards
during the part of the Omer that lasts from the second day
of Pesach until Lag BaOmer (the 33rd day of the Omer).
This is to express a relationship to TalmudYevamot 63b,
which tells us that twelve thousand pairs of RabbiAkiva’s
students died between Pesach and Shavuot.

Because growing an “Omer beard” for those who grow
beards is a very visible way of showing one’s participa-
tion in this, there is some popularization of the sense that
there are mourning restrictions during this time. But
where there is popularization around a minhag, there is
also often confusion and needless stringency.

First, regarding the length of the prohibition: the
mourning only lasts until the 33rd day of the Omer. Af-
ter that, the mourning restrictions are entirely lifted. I
believe this is a change in BEKI’s practice. To clarify,
we are fully permitted to listen to music, marry, and cel-
ebrate in all ways, from the 33rd day of the Omer until
Shavuot. Additionally, one can shave, marry, or cele-
brate on Rosh Chodesh Iyar — and when that falls on
Saturday, one can do those celebratory things on the Fri-
day. Likewise, as a modern practice, we can shave,
marry, and celebrate on Yom Ha’atzmaut, which is be-
fore Lag BaOmer.

Second, around haircuts and shaving of beards: The
Peninei Halakhah, commenting on the Shulchan Aruch,
says that shaving and haircutting are only prohibited in
their enjoyable sense — but if one is doing so because
their mustache gets in the way of eating, or they are get-
ting a headache from too much hair, they can shave or
get a haircut. What this means is that, if you need to
shave or get a haircut for some purpose, you can. The

prohibition on shaving is a mourning-derived prohibi-
tion, so only refers to facial beards.

Third, regarding fun: The Mishnah Berurah tells us
that if you happen to experience a situation that brings
on the shehecheyanu, you should say it without shame:
this is not a period without joy.

Fourth, regarding music: There is tremendous modern
disagreement about whether playing or listening to mu-
sic is prohibited. The strict side derives from the Magen
Avraham (17th century Poland), who says that an en-
gagement party is permitted, but not with dancing; the
reasoning of the strict side says that, if dancing is pro-
hibited, then music must be prohibited, because dancing
requires music. The lenient side says: the Magen Avra-
ham here is adding a specific stringency to a specific sit-
uation, and did not intend to create a new prohibition
that takes on its own life. The lenient side will end up
only prohibiting live, dance music.

Whenever you make a Jewish communal calendar,
the month of May becomes extremely hard to plan. Be-
tween Pesach, and then, in May, Mother’s Day, Memo-
rial Day, and Shavuot, you end up having only a couple
of available weekends for a simchah. This dramatically
affects Jewish communal events, institutional galas, and
Yom Ha’atzmaut celebrations, and I believe that these
events are deeply valuable, and we should employ Omer
leniencies in order to hold them publicly. The Omer pro-
hibitions are fairly late customs, ones that we observe
for good reasons, but which are not legal absolutes, and
should exist among other values.

Enjoy your spring — don’t let the Omer get you
down. (Ramban says that the Omer should be observed
as a celebratory time, not with mourning, and should be
like Chol Hamoed, and Rambam doesn’t know of the
mourning customs). And don’t observe it past Lag
BaOmer (May 8 at sundown).

https://www.beki.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/150723544983402
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BYANNIE NORMAN-SCHIFF, EDUCATION DIRECTOR

Teen Kesher is BEKI’s learning program for teenagers,
new this year. Our group of 7th-9th graders meets every
other Thursday for conversation, Jewish learning, and re-
ally good snacks. The group switches off between studying
with Rabbi Eric and with Education Director Annie Nor-
man-Schiff. The teens choose topics that interest them, and
their teachers give exposure to more than one perspec-
tive—a little more pop culture and modern texts with
Rabbi Eric, and a little more Talmud with Annie.

Recently, Teen Kesher dug deeply into their interest in
the supernatural. They talked about experiences in their
own lives that might be considered supernatural, and what

they ultimately believe. They also learned about times in
Jewish history when most people believed in creatures like
demons, and dug into stories about demons from the Tal-
mud.

Before Pesach, Teen Kesher learned how the rabbis of the
Talmud associated demons with even numbers—and how
this made the four cups of wine at the seder potentially very
dangerous! It was interesting to take something very famil-
iar, like the seder, and see from a very different angle.

The final meetings of the year for Teen Kesher are on
May 4, May 18, and June 1, all at 6 PM in the BEKI li-
brary. New 7th-9th graders can join any session. For more
information, contact Annie at anormanschiff@beki.org.

Shop for Mother’s Day
For Mother’s Day we have what moms want: jewelry, Ju-

daica, books, cross body bags, Sefad candles.
After Pesach, it’s nice to refresh your Kashrut practices

with a kosher cookbook. Try 52 Shabbats by Faith Kramer.
Was Passover not quite as you hoped? Shop for Pesach

Sheni which begins the 14th of Iyar, the evening of Thursday,
May 4. Or buy a nice Omer gift. You have seven weeks to an-
ticipate the receipt of the Torah, with scholarly books for
adults and Hebrew language learning books, or a plush torah.

We will try to accommodate you when you want to shop.
Send a message through Facebook, email us at giftshop@beki.
org, or text Karen 203.430.2182 or Harriet 203.675.8607.

Big Ideas and Big Opinions
Youth Education and Events

The Giftshop
sells this
necklace kit: a
glass jar of beads
and string.

Three of the
participants in
Teen Kesher
are, from left,
Aviva Robbins,
Klara Oppen-
heimer, and
SamWerlin.

Giftshop

https://www.beki.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/150723544983402
mailto:mailto:anormanschiff@beki.org
mailto:mailto:giftshop@beki.org
mailto:mailto:giftshop@beki.org
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Contributions

Rabbi’s Tzedakah Fund
• In memory of Isobel & Sydney
Kemper on the occasion of
their yahrzeits by Donna
Kemper & Ron Zlotoff

• Alexandre (Sasha) Vaxman
• To Hyla Greenberg on the
yahrzeit of her father Abraham
Greenberg by Louis Petrillo

Matanot L’evyonim for Purim
• Roger Colten & Sarah Berry
•Max DuBoff
• Tamar Edelkind
• Joanne Foodim & Rob Forbes
• Steven Fraade & Ellen Cohen
• Nancy Genn
• Sam & Julie Katz
•Madeleine Kleinman
• Judy & Steven Kleinstein
• Alice Kosowsky
• Shoshana Lash
• Art & Betty Levy
• Chaya & Ed Manning
• David Margolis
• Jennifer Myer & James
Kempton

• Polina Naiman
• Ben & Rozzie Rodwin
• Helen Rosenberg & Keith
Richter

• Tamara Schechter & Jessica
Bod

• Tikva Shapiro
• Jay Sokolow & Ina Silverman
• Beth & Dan Weintraub
•Marc & Carol Weitzman
• SamWiznia & Julie Leviter
•Mike & Lisa Woodward
• Stacey & Evan Wyner
• Shoshana Zax & John Weiser
• Eve & Josh Zelinsky
• Ron Zlotoff & Donna Kemper

Kiddush Fund
• The Oren Family
•Marcelle & Jonathan Blessing
• Joanne & Steve Rudof and
Helene Sapadin

• Karel Koenig

Chai/Synagogue Fund to
support synagogue operations
To Jay Sokolow in honor of
his 65th birthday by
• David & Darryl Kuperstock
To Adele Levin Federico with
sympathy on the passing of
Aunt Shirley Levin by
• Diane Krevolin

The Liora Lew
Endowment for the
Advancement of Youth
Education and Youth
Activities
To Yaron Lew and parents
Daphne Lew & Zach O’Reilly
on the birth of Lior by
• Rachel Bashevkin
• David & Darryl Kuperstock
• Rena Cheskis-Gold & Marty
Gold

Yahrzeit Fund to support
synagogue operations
In Memory of
• Helen Bokhour by Roya
Hakakian

• Lester Margolis by David
Margolis

• Her dear husband Sidney
Cushen by Barbara Cushen

• His beloved father Marvin
Spielman by James Spielman

•Michael Freiman by the
Freiman-Light Family

•Mae Goldberg by Dan
Goldberg

• Robert Levine by David
Margolis

• Kevin Kirschner by Mark
Kirschner

• Leonard Kirschner by Mark
Kirschner

• Herman Louis Grenet by Alan
Silver

• Freda Kaufman by Lewis &
Minna Kaufman

• Bluma Soloway by Minna &
Lewis Kaufman

• Ray Rader by Dennis Rader
•William Berman by Sherry
Kent

• Anna Berman by Sherry Kent
• Philip Kantrowitz by Sherry
Kent

• Violet Ludwig by Sherry Kent
• Harold Lidsky by Sandi
Lidsky

• Rae Krivonos by Mildred
Kalison

• Leon Krivonos by Mildred
Kalison

• Harry Weisinger by Rae
Shnayer

•Marvin Shnayer byRae Shnayer
• Barbara Shnayer by Rae
Shnayer

• His parents Tema & Milton
Hirshfield by Jay & Marjorie
Hirshfield

•Minnie Abramovitz by The

Alper Family
• Sara Z. Gelbert by Joan
Gelbert

• Irving Berman by Sherry Kent
• His father Max Jack Gad by
Martin & Lana Gad

• Esther Baer by Irving Baer
• Charlotte Gralla by Linda
Schultz & Howard Gralla

• Bennett Schultz by Linda
Schultz & Howard Gralla

• His mother Pearl Yaffe by Cliff
Yaffe

• Ethel Brody Goldberg by
Rhoda Goldberg

• Paul Robert Stone by Karen
Stone

• Phil Brown by Bobbie &
Harold Miller

• Esther Alter by Diana
Firestone

•RoseAlderman, Norman
Alderman, IdaKatz&Philip
Greenberg by Sonny&Lynn
Alderman

• Boris Levitan by Polina
Naiman

• Paul Klein by Elaine Klein
• Jack Sieglebaum by Rissa
Mendlestein

• Kate Rochlin by Kranie & Earl
Baker

•Moe Epstein by Kranie & Earl
Baker

• Gladys Franzman by Judith
Alderman

• Stephen Alderman by Judith
Alderman

• Jacob G. Franzman by Judith
Alderman

• John Arovas by Louis Arovas
• Lilyan Goodwin by Stacey
Goodwin-Podell

•Morris “Moishe” & Susan
Schnitman by Edward &
Helene Schnitman Vanderhoef

• Ethel Epstein by Fran
Goldberg-Cohen & David
Cohen

• Anna Wishingrad by Sylvia
Rifkin

• Barbara & Samuel Maltin by
Ted Maltin

•Murray Edelkind by Tamar
Edelkind

• Harry Thal by Phyllis Boyar
• Sherwin Brotman by Jay &
Lynn Brotman

• Ruth Heydemann by Lynn &
Jay Brotman

Mother Daphne Lewwith“Saba Sababa”
Yaron Lew holding baby Lior.

Mazal Tov to
Grandparent Yaron Lew and parents Daphne

Lew and Zach O'Reilly on the birth of Lior.

https://www.beki.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/150723544983402
https://www.facebook.com/daphne14?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUOURgR9idrGjIRcdtXfdVRmMGH_QybMj4DleVV3x2B-iKfaSHTKNdswn9cGpN9Cz3boA340ff98M7sX3sMwuYBDNDwjzOTeR_8qqi67en3dTJvV663GSF_mAgK1IhuUBQHMZ_ooo-o_F6B-nOop1CbsErd8q5-8-RCs5CFBIfQXA&__tn__=-%5dC%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/daphne14?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUOURgR9idrGjIRcdtXfdVRmMGH_QybMj4DleVV3x2B-iKfaSHTKNdswn9cGpN9Cz3boA340ff98M7sX3sMwuYBDNDwjzOTeR_8qqi67en3dTJvV663GSF_mAgK1IhuUBQHMZ_ooo-o_F6B-nOop1CbsErd8q5-8-RCs5CFBIfQXA&__tn__=-%5dC%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/zach.oreilly?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUOURgR9idrGjIRcdtXfdVRmMGH_QybMj4DleVV3x2B-iKfaSHTKNdswn9cGpN9Cz3boA340ff98M7sX3sMwuYBDNDwjzOTeR_8qqi67en3dTJvV663GSF_mAgK1IhuUBQHMZ_ooo-o_F6B-nOop1CbsErd8q5-8-RCs5CFBIfQXA&__tn__=-%5dC%2CP-R
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ROBERT E. SHURE, INC.
F U N E R A L H O M E

Dedicated to the Dignity and Respect of Tradition

543 George Street, New Haven, CT 06511

Robert E. Shure 203-562-8244 James M. Shure
Founder shurefuneralhome.com President

https://www.beki.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/150723544983402
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A. Joseph Avni-Singer. M.D., FAAP

Shari Storeygard, M.D., FAAP

Shannon Martinello, M.D., FAAP

Miranda Bik-Yin Ip, M.D., FAAP

Namita Wijesekera, M.D., FAAP

303 WHITNEY AVENUE

NEW HAVEN, CT 06511
(203) 776-1243

FAX (203) 785-1247

Child and Adolescent Health Care, L.L.C.

1 BRADLEY ROAD, SUITE 102
WOODBRIDGE, CT 06525

(203) 397-1243
FAX (203) 397-1241

Many Generations
Kim Formica
Genealogist
PO Box 1248

Orange, CT 06477
tel. 203/376.8551

kimformica@optonline.

NOLAN’S
HAMDEN MONUMENT COMPANY

LICHTENSTEIN COMPANY

323 Washington Ave. Hamden CT 06518

(203) 288-8486

(203) 287-1593

CT toll free only (800) 852-8865

Fax (203) 287-1593

John Nolan

Michael Nolan
nolansmonuments@att.net

https://www.beki.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/150723544983402
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www.hamdenhall.org   203.752.2610
1108 Whitney Ave., Hamden, CT   06517

Hamden Hall
Country Day School

Educating students in 
PreSchool through Grade 12.

FOUNDED 1912
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We celebrated National Mix It Up Day  
 in October to foster greater respect

and understanding among our students.

What will your Jewish legacy be? 
Carole and Paul Bass Created a Legacy for Their 

Synagogue, Congregation Beth El–Keser Israel

“BEKI is where our family became Jewish: where our daughters and I converted, where we learned to read Torah, 
where our lives began to revolve around the rhythms and melodies of Jewish life. Although our kids have chosen 

to live elsewhere, we made a legacy commitment for all the BEKI families to come.” —Carole

For more information, contact the Jewish Foundation of Greater New Haven
Lisa Stanger, Executive Director | (203) 387-2424, ext. 382 | lstanger@jewishnewhaven.org

Tamara Schechter, Create a Jewish Legacy Manager | (203) 387-2424, ext. 325 | tschechter@jewishnewhaven.org

https://www.beki.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/150723544983402
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One of the highlights of my spiritual life is going to
regular shacharit services in the mornings at BEKI.
Watching the sun rise across the parking lot,

appreciating the gradual greening of the trees' foliage,
being out at a time when it’s still quiet – it’s beautiful.

We often call our prayer services
“minyan,” which literally means
“counting.” Although counting to ten
is important – Jewish law requires a
quorum of ten adult Jews to say
certain prayers – it can sometimes
obscure that what we are there for is
not “minyan,” but is the worship
itself – saying the tefilot, reciting the
Shema, and gathering together with
others.

For more than 12 years, Rachel Wiseman Gerber has
worked tirelessly to encourage attendance of minyanim
and to support mourners and yahrzeit observers. Her work
has included building strong and trusting relationships
with BEKI members as well as bringing in new members
who were in need of support from a daily service, often
being in touch with some of the most emotionally
vulnerable people in our community. She has done this
with determination, kindness, respect, and by invoking the
best inclinations in people. Indeed, Rachel’s work has been
successful not only because of the energy and work she
puts into it, but because of the kindness and care that she
brings to that work.

Rachel is moving away from the role this summer, and a
minyan task force of the ritual committee (myself, Russell
Epstein, Karen Kassap, and Becky May) is working hard
to envision the future. We have not made decisions with
the ritual committee yet, but our feeling is solidifying that
Rachel’s shoes are perhaps too big to fill. In truth, no one
can do what she has done. It is becoming increasingly

clear to us that the future of our daily minyan/tefilot will
lie in changing the culture around these services, so that
people feel personally impelled to attend. Rather than
having their attendance instigated by the outreach of a
super-volunteer, we will ask people to take responsibility
for the minyan attendance themselves.

My sense is that we must do three things to create
reliable minyanim: first, to empower people’s sense of
responsibility and obligation around minyan, which means
allowing ourselves to sometimes fail to achieve a minyan;
we ourselves must bear the burden of responsibility in
order to truly celebrate success. Second, and this might
seem counterintuitive, to remind people that, although
achieving minyan (ten adult Jews) is the optimal goal of
services, it is not the only reason to attend; it is still
spiritually worthwhile to attend even if we do not make
ten. The idea that it is not worth attending a service if we
don’t get to ten actually impedes the likelihood of getting
to ten and teaches us bad habits. It also does not capture,
experientially, that tefilah is meaningful even without ten,
and that remembering our yahrzeit relatives is still
meaningful even without kaddish (which requires ten
adults to say). Third, we must examine and think about
what will make services more appealing, accessible, and
engaging to more people. What would make you come?
What impedes you from coming?

Building a successful culture of minyan here is long-
term cultural change; it is not something that can be
addressed with a technical solution. That cultural change
will require experimentation – which means that our
changes will occasionally fail. That cultural change will
require bravery – which means we want your emotional
support and confidence. And that cultural change will
require work and time – which means we want you to
come to services. Join us.

Change in Daily Tefilot
Message from RabbiWoodward

EricWoodward

Tree of Life Awaits Your Leaf
The Tree of Life at the entrance to BEKI is a

collection of golden leaves that honor people and
moments in our lives. For $118 you can add a
leaf. Contact Marjorie Wiener at 203.387.6278 or
marjoriewiener@yahoo.com

https://www.beki.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/150723544983402
mailto:marjoriewiener@yahoo.com
mailto:marjoriewiener@yahoo.com
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May 2023
10 Iyar 5783 - 11 Sivan 5783

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

10 Iyar/25 L'Omer 11 Iyar/26 L'Omer 12 Iyar/27 L'Omer 13 Iyar/28 L'Omer 14 Iyar/29 L'Omer 15 Iyar/30 L'Omer

16 Iyar/31 L'Omer 17 Iyar/32 L'Omer 18 Iyar/33 L'Omer 19 Iyar/34 L'Omer 20 Iyar/35 L'Omer 21 Iyar/36 L'Omer 22 Iyar/37 L'Omer

23 Iyar/38 L'Omer 24 Iyar/39 L'Omer 25 Iyar/40 L'Omer 26 Iyar/41 L'Omer 27 Iyar/42 L'Omer 28 Iyar/43 L'Omer 29 Iyar/44 L'Omer

1 Sivan/45 L'Omer 2 Sivan/46 L'Omer 3 Sivan/47 L'Omer 4 Sivan/48 L'Omer 5 Sivan/49 L'Omer 6 Sivan 7 Sivan

8 Sivan 9 Sivan 10 Sivan 11 Sivan

7am In-person & Zoom 
Service
5:45pm In-person & 
Zoom Service
7pm General Board 
Meeting (online)

7am In-person & Zoom 
Service
5:45pm In-person & 
Zoom Service

7am In-person & Zoom 
Service
4pm BINA
5:45pm In-person & 
Zoom Service

8:15am In-person & 
Zoom Service
9am Torah Study
5:45pm In-person & 
Zoom Service
6pm Teen Kesher 
Grades 7-9

Pesach Sheini  

7am In-person & Zoom 
Service
6pm First Friday 
Kabbalat Shabbat
7:36pm Candle Lighting

9:15am Shabbat Service 
(Sanctuary, in-person)
11am Children's Havura, 
K-2 Kehila, Jr. 
Congregation
12:45pm Poetry reading 
& book talk w/Jim 
Berger

9am BINA
9am In-person & Zoom 
Service
10am Talmud Class (in-
person)
5:45pm In-person & 
Zoom Service

7am In-person & Zoom 
Service
5:45pm In-person & 
Zoom Service
7-7:30pm General Board 
Meeting (on-line) 
7:30pm Lag Ba'Omer 
Kumsitz

Lag B'Omer  

7am In-person & Zoom 
Service
5:45pm In-person & 
Zoom Service
Lag BaOmer Kumsitz 
rain date

7am In-person & Zoom 
Service
4pm BINA
5:45pm In-person & 
Zoom Service

8:15am In-person & 
Zoom Service
9am Torah Study
5:45pm In-person & 
Zoom Service

7am In-person & Zoom 
Service
6pm Kabbalat Shabbat
7:42pm Candle Lighting

9:15am Shabbat Service 
(Sanctuary, in-person)
11am Children's Havura, 
K-2 Kehila, Jr. 
Congregation
12:45pm Shabbat 
Schmooze with Shai 
Sokolow Silverman 
"Honor Your Father & 
Your Mother"

No BINA
9am In-person & Zoom 
Service
5:45pm In-person & 
Zoom Service

7am In-person & Zoom 
Service
5:45pm In-person & 
Zoom Service

7am In-person & Zoom 
Service
5:45pm In-person & 
Zoom Service

7am In-person & Zoom 
Service
4pm BINA
5:45pm In-person & 
Zoom Service

8:15am In-person & 
Zoom Service
9am Torah Study
5:45pm In-person & 
Zoom Service
Teen Kesher Grades 7-9

Yom Yerushalayim  

7am In-person & Zoom 
Service
6pm Kabbalat Shabbat
7:49pm Candle Lighting

9:15am Shabbat Service 
w/ BINA Graduation 
(Sanctuary, in-person)
11am Children's Havura, 
K-2 Kehila, Jr. 
Congregation

Rosh Hodesh

9am In-person & Zoom 
Service
5:45pm In-person & 
Zoom Service

7am In-person & Zoom 
Service
5:45pm In-person & 
Zoom Service
7:30pm Executive Board 
Meeting (online)

7am In-person & Zoom 
Service
5:45pm In-person & 
Zoom Service

7am In-person & Zoom 
Service
5:45pm In-person & 
Zoom Service

Erev Shavuot

7am In-person & Zoom 
Service
No Mincha
7:54pm Candle Lighting
8:15pm Maariv (in-
person)
8:30pm Tikkun Leyl 
Shavuot Adult Learning

Shavuot  

Office Closed
9:15am Shavuot Day I 
(Sanctuary, in-person)
7:55pm Candle Lighting

Shavuot II (Yizkor)

9:15am Shavuot Day II 
(Sanctuary, in-person)
11am Children's Havura, 
K-2 Kehila, Jr. 
Congregation

9am In-person & Zoom 
Service
5:45pm In-person & 
Zoom Service

Office Closed
9am In-person & Zoom 
Service (Federal Holiday 
Service Time)
5:45pm In-person & 
Zoom Service

7am In-person & Zoom 
Service
5:45pm In-person & 
Zoom Service

7am In-person & Zoom 
Service
5:45pm In-person & 
Zoom Service

BEKI Events
Sundays
9am Shaharit
5:45pm Maariv

Mondays
7am Shaharit
5:45pm Maariv

Tuesdays
7am Shaharit
5:45pm Maariv

Wednesdays
7 am Shaharit
5:45pm Maariv

Thursdays
8:15am Shaharit
5:45pm Maariv

Fridays
7 am Shaharit
6 pm Kabbalat Shabbat

Saturdays
9:15am Shaharit

Service Times

Mark Your Calendar
June 3 Samuel Aaron Werlin b’mitzvah

June 10 Graduates’ Shabbat
June 14 BEKI Annual Meeting
June 17 Pride Shabbat

Donate Online
Fast and easy at

www.beki.org/give

https://www.beki.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/150723544983402
https://www.beki.org/give
https://www.beki.org/give
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Services

Sunday 9 am
Sunday 5:45 pm
Monday 7 am
Monday 5:45 pm
Tuesday 7 am
Tuesday 5:45 pm

For the latest information on services, check
Happenings or email bekitefilla@gmail.com

All services are also available on Zoom except
Friday night and Saturday morning.

Wednesday 7 am
Wednesday 5:45 pm
Thursday 8:15 am
Thursday 5:45 pm
Friday 7 am
Friday 6 pm
Saturday 9:15 am

Advertise in the Bulletin
Would you like your ad here in the coming year? Each month, the

BEKI bulletin reaches over 700 households, most of them in the
New Haven area. Check with Peggy in the BEKI office about our
variety of ad rates.

Easy Fundraiser
The Stop & Shop gift cards sold by the

BEKI office are debit cards for groceries or
gasoline. This is an ongoing fundraiser that
costs you nothing. Contact Peggy
office@beki.org to arrange pickup.

E-Statements
Due to rising costs and BEKI’s efforts to be more Earth-

friendly, we have transitioned to e-statements and e-yahrzeits. If
you prefer to receive them by paper, please contact the BEKI of-
fice at office@beki.org or 203-389-2108 x114. The BEKI Green
Team supports BEKI’s movement toward paperless communica-
tions and hopes the community will also.

Join BEKI on Facebook
Everyone is encouraged to join the BEKI Facebook group.

You’ll enjoy the humor, community information, and links to cul-
tural opportunities. You’ll want to choose the private group with the
stained-glass window image. Just ask to join. (The BEKI page with
the hamsa is the public-facing page, which has few postings).

https://www.beki.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/150723544983402
https://www.beki.org/calendar-events/news-happenings-and-beki-bulletins/
mailto:bekitefilla@gmail.com
mailto:office@beki.org
mailto:office@beki.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/150723544983402

