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WEEKEND WITH ARNOLD EISEN

Arnold M. Eisen, chancellor emeritus and professor of are free and open to all, though registration is required for
Jewish Thought at The Jewish Theological Seminary, who planning purposes.
is considered one of the world’s foremost authorities on During Shabbat morning services on Nov. 8, Prof.
American Judaism, will Eisen’s d’var Torah will be “Thinking Theologically with

be at BEKI Friday, Nov. ~ Torah.”

7 through Sunday, Nov. After Kiddush lunch, the 12:45 pm Shabbat Schmooze
9. will feature Rabbi Woodward and Prof. Eisen in conversa-
Prof. tion about Seeking
Eisen’s the Hiding God.
most recent On Sunday, Nov.
book, Seek- ' 9, join us again for
j ; ~ 9:30 am minyan,
;Zi tGh(e,f lj_ ~ followed by light
Personal refreshments at
. 10:15, and a talk at
Theologl'cal - 10:30 am by Prof.
Essay, will '~ Eisen on “God,
- be the focus Faith and the Future
Arnold Eisen for the of Tudaism in
Shabbaton.

America.” After-
= wards, books (with
- author signing) will
. be available for pur-
* | chase until noon;
registration would
be appreciated.
This Shabbaton
is made possible by
generous support
from the James M.
Shure Educational
Fund.

To quote Prof. Eisen, “we will do something
not often done in Conservative synagogues:
talk about God.”

On Friday, Nov. 7, the 5 pm service will be
followed by a Shabbat dinner at 6 pm. Reser-
vations are required for the dinner, a vegetar-
ian meal with vegan and gluten free options
for those who request them; the cost is $15
per adult, $7.50 for children 12 and under.

Prof. Eisen will give an introductory talk
Friday at 7 pm, “Seeking the Hiding God To-
gether.” This talk and dessert, tea, and coffee

rnold Eiien =

al Seminar



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScT5fCVdbtAaKogGOW-V5Yuy5mE_5NQLgcHoYwSC8aQUXH2qw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScT5fCVdbtAaKogGOW-V5Yuy5mE_5NQLgcHoYwSC8aQUXH2qw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScT5fCVdbtAaKogGOW-V5Yuy5mE_5NQLgcHoYwSC8aQUXH2qw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScT5fCVdbtAaKogGOW-V5Yuy5mE_5NQLgcHoYwSC8aQUXH2qw/viewform

The Sisterhood Shop is open every day
by appointment, except Shabbat.

We are happy to meet you.

Text or call Karen 203.430.2182
or Harriet 203.675.8607.

BEKI Bulletin

The newsletter is published monthly by Congregation
Beth El-Keser Israel for the benefit of its members.

Congregation Beth El-Keser Israel is affiliated with the
United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism.

To contribute articles or for inquiries regarding
membership:

- Call the Synagogue office: 203.389.2108

- Write: 85 Harrison Street, New Haven, (T 06515-1724

« Email: bulletin@beki.org

- Vlisit our web page: www.beki.org

« Follow us on social media: n lﬁjl

- For advertising information, call the synagogue office.

Deadline for submission of ads or articles is the first of
the month preceding publication.

Annual subscription is $36
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Anna Oppenheimer Bat Mitzvah

The bat mitzvah of Anna Oppenheimer, daugh-
ter of Cyd and Mark Oppenheimer, will be cele-
brated on Saturday, Nov. 1, parashat Lech
Lecha. The congregation is invited to attend. Kid-
dush lunch sponsored
by Mark and Cyd will
follow. Anna, who is
in the 7th grade at Ezra
Academy, is interested
in musicals, acting, and
singing. Anna also en-
joys reading (including
the works of Rick Rior-
dan and other fantasy
writers) and hopes to be a
writer.

)

Anna Oppenheimer

Ayelet Baker-Woodward Bat Mitzvah

The bat mitzvah of Ayelet Baker-Woodward,
daughter of Katharine Baker and Rabbi Eric
Woodward, will be celebrated on Saturday, Nov.
22, parashat Toldot. The congregation is invited to
attend, and Kiddush lunch will follow. Ayelet en-
joys travel, reading, sewing, watercolor painting,
and writing and drawing comics. Parashat Toldot
honors two of her favorite things: Torah study and
lentil soup.

Mazal Tov to

Stephanie Lewkowicz and Oren Okhovat on the
birth of Ariel David.

Welcome New Members

Michael Feinberg and Pam Kriger Feinberg
Benjamin Gerber

Michael Zimm & Jennifer Czincz, Noah and Elliot

Can You Provide a Meal?

BEKI has a long tradition of providing meals to
families who have welcomed a child. You can pre-
pare and deliver the dinner or arrange delivery
from a restaurant. Anything you need to know
about preferences or address is provided at the
platform called Lotsa Helping Hands. Just log in
and choose your password. When the calendar is
set up for meals, you’ll receive an email with a
link. If you have questions, consult
rachel.d.greenberg@gmail.com.

Visit us at www.beki.org

Annual Appeal Contributions

You should have received Annual Appeal information by email
around Oct. 20. There will be no Annual Appeal materials sent by
letter, except to those members who have asked to receive materi-
als by mail.

Thank you in ad-
vance for your gen-
erous contributions.
If you have any
questions, Murray
Akresh or Rozzie
Levine Rodwin
would be happy to
answer them.

Murray Akresh Rozzie Rodwin

PassOn Values
Instead of Taxes

r

With careful
planning, a legacy
gift from retirement
assets can
perpetuate values
and traditions
meaningful to you
and reduce the
estate tax burden
for loved ones.*

@ Life & Legacy

ABSURE JEWISH TOMODRROWS

It's easier than you think! Contact BEKI's Finance Chair,
Attorney Donna Levine, at sdsij@aol.com or
203.668.6473 to learn how to create your legacy.
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Fair Trade Hanukkah Gelt

Hanukkah gelt usually evokes positive associations with

childhood celebration—the shiny foil, the games of
dreidl—but most commer-

cial chocolate, or the cocoa in- -
dustry to be more specific, has a # L
“dark” side beyond just a type ’ ““"‘; Ty
of chocolate. That dark history g

includes child slavery.

Better gelt—made of choco-
late that has been screened for
child slavery that plagues the
cocoa industry—is available by
order through BEKI.

We’re proud to say that this
is the 7" year of this Tikkun
Olam project. As a point of clar-
ification, the synagogue does
not profit from these sales but
offers it as a service to our
members (and the producers,
including the cocoa and sugar
farmers).

This gelt is available in milk or dark, in individual mesh
bags of 12 mixed size pieces. For the best wholesale pric-
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ing, place your order with BEKI member Becky May

at bseashoremay@aol.com by Sunday, Nov. 30. Your order
will arrive before the first
night of Hanukkah, Sunday,
Dec. 14. Pick up at BEKI is
preferred (after you are noti-
fied that the order has come
in), though delivery is avail-
able if needed.

In the weeks ahead, Becky
will have pricing information.
Last year, the price was $2.50
per bag.

Should you wish to stock
up on other fair trade choco-
late items, these can also be
ordered through Becky. Just
as the miracle of the
Hanukkah oil was that it
lasted far longer than ex-
pected, you can extend your
dedication to social justice
through the purchase of fair trade chocolate year-round.

Since the chocolate industry is beginning to take steps to
address its dark side, we now can find many brands of
chocolate that are both kosher and have been indepen-
dently screened for fair trade practices—including Stop
and Shop brand chocolate chips and cocoa powder. Look
for these 3 symbols on products that have been screened
against child slavery by third party certifiers: Fair Trade,
UTZ, or Rainforest Alliance.

4
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JCARR News: Mother Arrives and Geismar Film

The great news is that the mother of Aminah (Family 2023, family 10 in Jan. 2025. We are especially proud of
2) arrived in New Haven on Sept. 16. She came on an IR5 the teens in these families, including Nagham, who gradu-
(Immediate Rela- ) ) ated from the Sanctuary Kitchen training
tive Visa) and A ' ; . program and now has a paying job.
will soon be clas- S On Sunday, Nov. 2 at 2 pm at the Slitka
sified as a Lawful Center at Yale, author Daphne Geismar—
Permanent Resi- who has spoken at BEKI—will present
dent. JCARR her new animated short based on her book
leaders are assist- &3 Invisible Years, with proceeds to benefit
ing Mom as she | JCARR. Both are based on the desk
settles in with her drawer that Geismar found, filled with let-
family, including § ters and diaries documenting her family
helping her learn & members’ experiences during the Nazi oc-

English and buy- cupation of the Netherlands. Tickets are
ing appropriate Aminah has been reunited with her mother. available online.

winter clothing.
If you wish to help, please con-
tact Susan Millen at
smillen179@sbcglobal.net.
Volunteers from JCARR,
which is the Jewish Commu-
nity Alliance for Refugee Re-
settlement, a partnership of six
area synagogues—including
BEKI—and the Jewish Federa-
tion of Greater New Haven, are |
working actively with our B
most-recently arrived fami-
lies: family 9 arrived in Nov. An image from Invisible Years, a short film by Daphne Geismar.

Dear BEKI Friends,

Thank you so much for the outpouring of love and support following Rita’s pass-
ing. Rita was a member of BEKI for over 40 years and loved the friendships and con-
nections that she made over the decades. And she especially loved the children that
she had the honor and privilege to teach in the Religious School. So many of our
memories of Rita are either at BEKI or simply with you, her friends, our friends, who
became a second family to us all.

The kindness and concern that you have shown to us has been so comforting dur-
ing this sad time. Even though Rita’s passing was expected as she had been ill for a

while, we are still feeling her loss. However, hearing your memories of her and the

influence that she had on your lives, warms our hearts and reminds us that Rita
shared her love with so many people. May her memory always be for a blessing.

Rita Sela, 2”1
The Sela Family frasela z
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Welcome New Members

We want to introduce you to the people who have joined
recently.

Here is the next installment of introductions, written by
our members themselves. Printouts of all of these photos
and bios from the bulletin are posted on bulletin boards
near the Goodwin Youth Room.
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Michael Feinberg & Pam Kriger Feinberg
Michael was born and raised in New Haven, received
his undergrad and law degrees from UConn, and now is re-

tired.

Pam, who was born and raised in Cape Town, South
Africa, received undergrad and law degrees from the Uni-
versity of Cape Town. She practiced civil rights law in
Cape Town, came to New Haven in 1983, worked at the
law offices of Bergman, Horowitz and Reynolds as a para-
legal, and taught Afrikaans to graduate students in the
African Languages Department at Yale University.

Both Michael and Pam have served on multiple boards
in both the Jewish community and the community at large.
We have 3 children: Scott, Debra, and Eric Feinberg. After
residing in Woodbridge for over 35 years, we are now liv-
ing in West Haven.

Joseph Chiorazzi observes the bees brought to
BEKI by Connecticut State Apiary Instructor Paula
Wolf. You can read the full article on page 8.

Visit us at www.beki.org
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Welcome New Members

Michael Zimm & Jennifer Czincz
Noah and Elliot

We live in Hamden and have lived in the New Haven
area since 2010. Jen is originally from Toronto, Canada
and Mike was raised in Merritt Island, FL.

Our two sons, Noah and Elliot, are respectively 10 and
7 years old. They go to St. Thomas's Day School and are in
grades 5 and 2. Noah plays violin and does fencing and El-
liot is learning guitar. This summer Noah went away to
sleepaway camp at Camp Young Judea Sprout Lake for a
month.

Some other hobbies our family enjoys are cooking, art,
graphic design, chess, video games, and reading history.
Jen's late father, Robert Czincz, was born in Budapest,
Hungary in 1936, where he managed to survive the Holo-
caust along with his mother and grandmother. Tragically,
Robert's father died in a concentration camp shortly before
Budapest was liberated. Robert then fled Hungary during
the 1956 uprising against Communist rule and made his
way to Canada where he met Carolyn, Jen's mother.

Mike grew up Orthodox and went to a yeshiva for high
school. He also lived in Israel from 2007 to 2009, where
he studied at Tel Aviv University and received a Masters
Degree in Classics. Jen is a Clinical Psychologist and the
Director of the Sexual Harassment and Assault Response
& Education (SHARE) Center at Yale University. After re-
ceiving a PhD in Classics from Yale, Mike decided to
make a "career pivot" and transitioned into the world of
digital marketing. He is currently the VP of Marketing at
Kris-Tech Wire, a copper wire manufacturer headquartered
in Rome, New York.
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Stephanie Safdi & Johan Ugander
Matilda and Noa

We recently moved to Westville, returning to New
Haven (where Steph went to grad school) after a decade in
the California Bay Area. Matilda and Noa are living their
best lives in third and first grades, respectively, and loving
the abundance of wonderful playmates in their new neigh-
borhood. Steph professes at Yale Law School, where she
directs a pro bono environmental justice legal clinic. Johan
professes at Yale’s Department of Statistics and Data Sci-
ence, where he works on measurement problems involving
social and behavioural data.

Johan and Steph met and forged their partnership rock-
climbing. As a family, we continue to share a passion for
climbing, trail-running, skiing, biking, adventuring, ex-
ploring, and playing.

We are grateful as a family to find through our practice
of Judaism ritual, community, inclusion, and embrace of
curiosity, inquisitiveness, and questioning. Steph grew up
in Cincinnati in the congregation founded by Rabbi Isaac
Mayer Wise that served as a birthplace of the Reform Jew-
ish movement. Steph’s maternal family was instrumental
in establishing and continues to lead a Conservative syna-
gogue in Columbus, Ohio, and Steph is grateful to find a
congregation that combines aspects she valued from both
traditions. Johan grew up between New Jersey and Sweden
in a decidedly atheist family with a Jewish lineage. We
look forward to being part of this community and getting
to know its members!

Visit us at www.beki.org
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A Sweet New Year for the Children

By ANNIE NORMAN-ScHIFF, EDUCATION DIRECTOR

BEKI kids and families welcomed the new year 5786
with sweetness, song, and reflection, at special events and
at celebrations shared by the whole congregation.

BINA students prepared for Rosh Hashanah by learning
about bees and
honey at a special
event with Con-
necticut State Api-
ary Instructor
Paula Wolf, who
brought bees to
observe (contained
in their traveling
home). She taught
about how bees
make honey and
wax, and their im-
portant role in pol-
linating other
plants that we en-
joy and rely on.
Students assem-
bled seed balls to
take home, which
will grow flowers
that support our
native population
of bees. It was a
powerful moment
to reflect on how
the sweetness we enjoy at this time of year is connected to
the natural world around us.

Special thanks to BEKI Sisterhood for co-sponsoring
this event. They provided honey sticks for our students to
taste and sold Rosh Hashanah gift bags and other treats.
Proceeds from the Sisterhood Gift Shop support youth pro-
grams at BEKI year-round, and we are so grateful!

On Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, BEKI kids prayed,
learned, and reflected on the meaning of these special
days. You could find children throughout the synagogue
building, participating in many ways.

BEKI offered children's services on each day of the
High Holy Days for every age group, including Children's

D
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Connecticut State Apiary Inspector Paula Wolf visited BEKI on Sept. 21.
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Havura (birth to age 4), K-2 Kehila (kindergarten to sec-
ond grade), and Junior Congregation (third to sixth
grade). In the morning, each group had a tefilah (prayer)
service. Everyone enjoyed a snack break, and then a cre-
ative activity session in the afternoon.

Volunteers led
these services and
activities: parents,
grandparents, and
other members of
our community.
Kids got a chance
to learn High Hol-
iday melodies, and
to listen to favorite
stories like The
Hardest Word
(spoiler alert: that
word is "sorry").
They assembled
apple-shaped
stained glass art
from stickers and
tasted new fruits at
a Mizrahi-style
Rosh Hashanah
Seder. Thank you
to every volunteer
who led services
and enriched our
children's experi-
ence of Rosh

Hashanah and Yom Kippur!

Over the High Holy Days, you could also find BEKI
kids in special babysitting sessions. Thank you to Emilie
Egger for arranging this service, which gave children a
positive and social experience during long days of prayer,
and allowed parents to concentrate during the Yizkor ser-
vice and other important moments.

Finally, you could find BEKI kids alongside their adults:
absorbing the prayers and atmosphere in the main service,
listening to the shofar, waving glowsticks at Havdalah at
the end of Yom Kippur, and enjoying our delicious break
fast with the whole community.

Visit us at www.beki.org
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Maariv only

Starting Sunday, Nov. 2, our 5:45 pm service includes
only Maariv. Minchah, the afternoon service, will return in
the spring.

Fridays at S pm
We’ve moved the evening service EARLY, to 5 pm, for
all Fridays this month.

Services on Thanksgiving

On the mornings of Nov. 27 & 28, Thanksgiving Thurs-
day and Friday, the service will be at 8:15 am. We’ll have
no afternoon/evening service on Thanksgiving day but will
have Kabbalat Shabbat as usual at 5 pm on Friday.

Talmud Study

Sunday Talmud class continues with Rabbi Woodward
on Sundays Nov. 2 and 16 at 11 am in the library.

Results of the ESER Challenge

Recently, we launched our first ESER challenge, en-
couraging all BEKI members to attend at least 10 minyan
services between Passover and Sept. 3.

While the real reward in attending services is the mitz-
vah of doing so, the Sept. 3 culminating event was filled
with honors, prizes, accolades, and ice cream for our
“minyannaires.” While the data may not be completely ac-
curate, our sign in system from the time period suggests
that we exceeded expectations with:

[ Ill

The Sept. 3 culminétiﬁg event of the ESER (meaning both “ten” and “awesome”) minyan challenge.
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11 minyannaires who attended 50+ services,

25 minyannaires who attended 10+ services,

91 miyannaires who attended 5-10 services

and a core group of 6 (and growing) mini-minyannaires
who did an awesome job of bringing their parents to ser-
vices!

Special recognition was given to Debbie Margolis, who
all captains agreed was the most devoted and reliable at-
tendee without deference to date or time.

Since we hope to reinstate regular ESER challenges
throughout 5786, please stay tuned for more Minyan Mat-
ters updates. More importantly, we hope that each of you
might feel moved to come regularly on a date/time of your
choice. If you would like more information, please contact
Alisa Levine or any of our dedicated captains listed on
page 10.

Thursday Minyan at 6:45 pm

Thursday minyan has a 6:45 pm start time and features
children's quiet activities, bedtime biscuits, and "PJs op-
tional" for those under age 7.

Sunday Minyan at 9:30 am

Sunday minyan has shifted to a 9:30 am start time.

Ritual continued on Pages 10 & 14

Visit us at www.beki.org
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Rabbi’s Tzedakah Fund

* Leslie Brisman

* To Linda Susan Friedman for her
personal intentions by Louis J. Petrillo

* In memory of her beloved bubbie Shifra
Walinsky by Harriet Friedman & the

Lemkin by
 Carl Goldfield

To Ed Lemkin and family with
sympathy on the passing of Rhoda

* Goldie & Zelly Goldberg and family
* Rayna & David Belowsky

Charles & Violet Ludwig Fund for
BEKI

 In memory of Charlie Ludwig by Sherry
Kent

Yahrzeit Fund to support synagogue

: operations

Bruce family . To Nadav Sela and family with P
* To Ellen Shaykevich Nirshberg in sympathy on the passing of Rita Sela In Memory of:

memory of Leon & Valentina Nirshberg by « Edith Hershman Bassett Alper by the

by Louis J. Petrillo « Yaron Lew Alper family
» To David & Katy Goldenberg on the safe . I ; : e Irv Zerwitz by Ron Zlotoff & Donna

delivery of Katy Goldenberg by Louis J. . \SY;I::&%:;]; {i]?;izr Kemper Y

Petrillo . . « Aaron Joshua Bell by Morris Bell &

- « Cynthia Rubin Raina Sotsk
Kiddush Sponsors * Evelyne & Bob Reiss * Goldie Sotsi by Raina Sotsky & Morris
* Josh Perry & Anna Van Cleave » Harriet Friedman, Charles Bruce and Bell oy Y
 Marsha Beller & Rob Hoffnung and family .

Morris Bell & Raina Sotsky e Dan & Sharon Prober . gtella %E}Sn]l(aiglbz I;O‘JNardt %:l}l]sma.lll( ff
» Rachel Doft & John Wareck and Abby  Joanne Foodim & Rob Forbes amuet LoIEbiatt by Janct Lherniko

Fraade & Tani Cohen-Fraade « Naomi & Sam Markand * L?V Malamud by Fania Levine
« Jonathan & Marcelle Blessing « Martin & Lana Gad and famil * Eileen S. Rogoff by Jonathan Eagan

- . y » Leon Kisner by Annette Kisner

Chai/Synagogue Fund fo support ’ {:a Slllyx'ler?an (fLLJ.ay S];k((;lo]:/}’, h& + Sadie Kisner by Annette Kisner
synagogue operations ose Tinck anc 154, brad, vica * Reuben “Rubie” Vine by Roberta Vine

Adina and Debbie, Joe, Rafi & Melanie
* Michael & Matthew Zarachoff
* Rachel Wiseman & Alan Gerber
* Roberta & Alan Fox

To Karen Blum with sympathy on the * Betty & Simon Frank by Lauren Brown

To Jonathan Gordon & Jonathan
Rohner on the birth of Felix Herman
Gordon by

* Jessey & Joe Palumbo

* Friedman & Bruce family (to the Youth

* Elaine Henrietta Lettick by Steven
Lettick

* Samuel David Barnett by Caroline
Barnett

Fund) passing of Merle Burack-Nero by
* Sid & Donna Levine (to the Hesed * David & Rayna Belowsky
Committee)
Why Minyan Matters If you are an extrovert, it provides a small space to become

CREATED BY THE RiTUAL COMMITTEE, UPDATED SEPT. 2025

It is a BIG MITZVAH to attend whenever possible.

It is a grounding experience to commit to attending on a
regular basis.

It gives pause to remember and honor those no longer with
us in life.

It supports those saying kaddish.

It helps us stay close to community.

Jewish people have been coming together for minyan for a
long, long, time.

It makes us feel important every day.

It provides great comfort and peace.

It is an opportunity to create space for meditation, learning
and spirituality.

It is a safety net for us when we need it.

It is a place that you will always find other Jews.

If you are an introvert, it provides a small sea to dive into.
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a “big fish.”

It can and has served as a formative experience in Jewish
identity.

It makes us feel Jewish.

It provides a valuable service for members and non-mem-
bers.

It helps everyone who attends in their very own personal
way...But,

The most important thing about minyan at BEKI is that it
is there for all of us.

Minyan Captains

Sunday 9:30 am: Sarah Berry. 5:45 pm: Becky May
Monday 7 am: Miriam Benson. 5:45 pm: Open!

Tuesday 7 am: Judy Stein. 5:45 pm: Karen Kassap
Wednesday 7 am: Isaiah Cooper. 5:45 pm: Annie Norman-
Schiff

Thursday 8:15 am: Alisa Levine. 6:45 pm: Julie Katz
Friday 7 am: Rebecca Weiner. 6 pm: Rabbi Woodward

Visit us at www.beki.org
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It's not too late to make a pledge or donation
to the Sanctuary Redesign, or to increase the
amount that you have already given.
Contact Peggy in our office, or speak to a
member of the Fundraising Committee:
John Weiser, Murray Akresh
Jessey Palumbo, or John Wareck.

Learn how you can live forever!

Be remembered forever by BEKI with a gift in your will,
trust, retirement account, or life insurance policy.

For more information on how you can make these
arrangements, contact Finance Chair Attorney Donna Levine
at sdsij@aol.com or 203-668-6473.

If you have included BEKI in your estate plans, please let
us know.

ROBERT E. SHURE INC.

FUNERAL HOME

Dedicated to the Dignity and Respect of Tradition

543 George Street New Haven (T 06511

Robert E. Shure
Founder

203-562-8244
shurefuneralhome.com

James M. Shure
President

RAVIT AVNI-SINGER, MSW LCSW
CHILD, ADOLESCENT AND ADULT PSYCHOTHERAPY
PARENT CONSULTATION

| BRADLEY ROAD, SUITE 906
WooDBRIDGE, CT 06525

(203) 389-9174
BY APPOINTMENT

STAR 40 Boston Post Rd (RT 1)
o -4 West Haven CT 06516
TIRES 203-933-2886
-

s /
MHEERL S 888 Wethersfield Ave
\WLH IEIEL\S Hartford CT 06114

WEST HAVEN, CT g60-296.9799

www.startireandwheels.com
Andy & Paige Weinstein
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NOLAN’S

HAMDEN MONUMENT COMPANY
LICHTENSTEIN COMPANY
323 Washington Ave. Hamden C'T 06518
(203) 288-8486
(203) 287-1593
CT toll free only (800) 852-8865
Fax (203) 287-1593
John Nolan

Michael Nolan
nolansmonuments@att.net

Child and Adolescent Health Care L.L.C.

A. Joseph Avni-Singer. M.D. FAAP 303 Whmney Avenue
New Haven (T 06511
(203) 776-1243

Fax (203) 785-1247

Shari Storeygard M.D. FAAP
Shannon Martinello M.D. FAAP

1 BraoLey Roap Suire 102
Woonsringe (T 06525
(203) 397-1243

Fax (203) 397-1241

Miranda Bik-Yin Ip M.D. FAAP
Namita Wijesekera M.D. FAAP

12

MICHAEL MARTONE
MANAGER

Arnold’s Jetuelers

DIAMONDS - WATCHES - GIFTS
CHINA - SILVER - CRYSTAL

NORTH HAVEN SHOPPING CENTER
NORTH HAVEN, CONN, 06473
203-239-4291

WATCH AND
CLOCK REPAIRING

Grow with us!

Ezra Academy is a
preschool through 8th
grade Jewish day
school offering
outstanding academics
and a nurturing
community, rooted in

the Jewish tradition of

L Ezra

Challenging Minds,
Nurturing Hearts

BEKI Bulletin November 2025
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critical thinking and
ethical behavior.

EZRA ACADEMY
WELCOMES A WIDE
SPECTRUM OF RELIGIOUS
AND CULUTRAL BELIEFS
AND AFFILIATIONS.

LEARN MORE:
EzraAcademyCT.org
Info@EzraAcademyCT.org
203-3889-5500

Visit us at www.beki.org
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What wil_II your Jewish Legacy be?

The Birn Family created a legacy for their
synagogue, Congregation BEKI

"The synagogues of my youth do not exist anymore. | made
a legacy commitment to BEKI to make sure that our family
and future generations never have to say that. The BEKI
community has supported us spiritually, intellectually,
educationally and socially - it is our privilege to be able

to support it back now and in the future,”—Harold Birn

f \ Jewish Foundation

Qﬁ OF GREATER NEW HAVEN J H LEGACY

GREATER NEW HAVEN

jewishlegacynewhaven.org

newhavenjewishfoundation.org

For more information about Create A Jewish Legacy, contact Lisa Stanger,
(203) 387-2424 x382, Istanger@jewishnewhaven.org

Coa gr;ks

A“f‘o Bodg Skt

1058 Orange Avenue * West Haven, CT 06516
Tel: 203.932.1200 Fax: 203.932.1222

© 1768 Litchfield Turnpike, Suite 1
Woodbridge, CT 06525

Q, Direct: 203.907.4829 T:203.389.4511
C:203.668.0344 F:203.397.2266 Scott Walstedter

2 david.margolis@crossagency.com

CRoOSS

I NS U R A N C E

PERSONAL COMMERCIAL BENEFITS |

CALL CHARLES!!!
203.795.4737

www.CrossAgency.com
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NEW PRAYER FOR THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

uses. | wanted us to use a prayer with more resonances
with core American political texts. You can find that
prayer here:

Ribbono shel Olam, sovereign of the universe, for
Whom heaven is throne and earth is footstool!, pour out
your blessing? upon our country, the United States of
America. Grant it peace as we seek
its peace?; to its citizens, grant wis-
dom; to its various inhabitants, pro-
tection; to its leaders, the religion
and morality that are the firmest
props of our duties.*

With a firm reliance on the pro-

j tection of divine providence®, we
P pray that our government, which
gives to bigotry no sanction, to per-
secution no assistance®, further the
cause of liberty, which is interwo-
ven with every ligament of our hearts.” May it be your
will, God, and the will of humans, that we may sit, each of
us in this land under our own vine and fig tree, with none
to make us afraid®; that our worthy deeds be fittingly re-
warded and the deserts of our trespasses be ones we can
bear.’

Irecently rewrote the Prayer for the Country that BEKI

Eric Woodward

! Isaiah 66:1

2 Jeremiah 10:25; Haggadah

3 Jeremiah 29:7

4 President George Washington, Farewell Address, 1796
5 President Thomas Jefferson, Declaration of
Independence, 1776

& Washington, Letter to the Hebrew Congregation of
Newport, Aug. 18, 1790

7 Washington, Farewell Address

8 Washington, Letter to the Hebrew Congregation

% |saiah 59:18 and Jonathan Edwards, Sinners in the
Hands of an Angry God, 1741

Tefillah Team
BEKI’s Tefillah Team meets Thursdays at 7 pm for an
hour to practice melodies for Shabbat Shacharit.

Tefilah Leaders Cohort

This group meets monthly and aims to bring together
prayer leaders in the community for the purpose of helping
each other reflect and develop as daveners. For more infor-
mation, reach out to Elan Weinstock or Sylva Kroeber.
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In this time of division, may we act with malice toward
none, with charity for all, with firmness in the right as God
gives us to see the right, remembering that it is God alone
who judges our hearts.!” Among the many in this country
who read the same bible or pray to the same God", along-
side those who do not, may there be a recognition that our
souls are bound up with each other'? and that right is of no
sex and truth is of no color."

May the patient sufferance'* of the vulnerable in our
land move our hearts to relieve their burdens; may those
who gave to the cause of liberty and country the last full
measure of devotion' impel us to live lives of valor wor-
thy of their sacrifice. May their examples and ours inspire
our political leaders to lives of service, duty, and morality.

O God, You who have endowed us with inalienable
rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, grant us
the blessing of these rights and of the good government
that is their custodian: leaders and officials who are capa-
ble and honest, who fear God and hate bribes.'®* May our
rights always remain enshrined in our Constitution and
laws withal.

May the peace in our land find reflection in the peace in
our heart; and may our hearts lead us to seek peace and
pursue it.!” As it says in your Torah, Blessed shalt thou be
in the city, and blessed shalt thou be in the field."® And we
say Amen.

0 President Abraham Lincoln, Second Inaugural Address,
March 4, 1865

" Lincoln, Second Inaugural Address

2 Genesis 44:30

8 Frederick Douglas, The North Star motto, 1847

4 Declaration of Rights and Sentiments, Elizabeth Cady
Stanton, 1848

S Lincoln, Gettysburg Address

6 Exodus 18:21

7 Psalm 34:14

'8 Deuteronomy 28:3

Torah Reading

We encourage all people who know how to leyn or are
learning how to leyn to join our rotation of Torah readers.

We always need more people to help out on Shabbat
morning.

Torah reading is scheduled monthly based on individual
availability. If you'd like to be included in the rotation,
please email sarahsilverman24@gmail.com.

Visit us at www.beki.org
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Sunday

Monday

November 2025
10 Heshvan 5786 - 10 Kislev 5786

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
Anna Oppenheimer Bat
Mitzvah

9:15am Shabbat Service
11am Children's Havura,
K-2 Kehila, Jr. Cong.

10 Heshvan

2

9:30am BINA

9:30am In-person/Zoom
Service

11am Talmud Study
5:45pm In-person/Zoom
Service

3

7am In-person/Zoom
Service

5:45pm In-person/Zoom
Service

4

7am In-person/Zoom
Service

5:45pm In-person/Zoom
Service

5

7am In-person/Zoom
Service

4pm BINA

5:45pm In-person/Zoom
Service

6

8:15am In-person/Zoom
Service

6:45pm In-person/Zoom
Service

7

7am In-person/Zoom
Service

4:21pm Candle Lighting
5pm Kabbalat Shabbat
6pm Shabbat Dinner
(reservations required)
7pm Talk by Professor

8

9:15am Shabbat Service
11am Children's Havura,
K-2 Kehila, Jr. Cong.
12:45pm Shabbat
Schmooze with
Professor Arnie Eisen &
Rabbi Woodward

10:30am Final talk by
Professor Arnie Eisen
5:45pm In-person/Zoom

Service

5:45pm In-person/Zoom
Service

5:45pm In-person/Zoom
Service

Service

Arnie Eisen
11 Heshvan 12 Heshvan 13 Heshvan 14 Heshvan 15 Heshvan 16 Heshvan 17 Heshvan
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
9:30pm BINA 7am In-person/Zoom Office Closed 7am In-person/Zoom 8:15am In-person/Zoom |7am In-person/Zoom 9:15am Shabbat Service
9:30am In-person/Zoom |Service 7am In-person/Zoom Service Service Service 11am Children's Havura,
Service 5:45pm In-person/Zoom |Service 4pm BINA 6:45pm In-person/Zoom |4:14pm Candle Lighting |K-2 Kehila, Jr. Cong.

5pm Kabbalat Shabbat

9:30am In-person/Zoom
Service

11am Talmud Study
5:45pm In-person/Zoom

Service
5:45pm In-person/Zoom
Service
7:30pm Executive Board

Service
5:45pm In-person/Zoom
Service

Service

4pm BINA

5:45pm In-person/Zoom
Service

Service
6:45pm In-person/Zoom
Service

Service
18 Heshvan 19 Heshvan 20 Heshvan 21 Heshvan 22 Heshvan 23 Heshvan 24 Heshvan
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
9:30am BINA 7am In-person/Zoom 7am In-person/Zoom 7am In-person/Zoom 8:15am In-person/Zoom |Rosh Hodesh Ayelet Baker-Woodward

7am In-person/Zoom
Service

4:09pm Candle Lighting
5pm Kabbalat Shabbat

Bat Mitzvah

9:15am Shabbat Service
11am Children's Havura,
K-2 Kehila, Jr. Cong.

Service Times

Sundays
9:30 am Shaharit
5:45 pm Maariv

Mondays
7am Shaharit
5:45 pm Maariv

Tuesdays
7am Shaharit
5:45 pm Maariv

Wednesdays
7 am Shaharit
5:45 pm Maariv

Thursdays
8:15am Shaharit
6:45 pm Maariv

Service Meeting (off-site)
25 Heshvan 26 Heshvan 27 Heshvan 28 Heshvan 29 Heshvan 1 Kislev 2 Kislev
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
9:30am BINA 7am In-person/Zoom 7am In-person/Zoom 7am In-person/Zoom Office Closed Office Closed 9:15am Shabbat Service
9:30am In-person/Zoom |Service Service Service 8:15am In-person/Zoom |8:15am In-person/Zoom |11am Childrens' Havura,
Service 5:45pm In-person/Zoom |5:45pm In-person/Zoom |No BINA Service Service K-2 Kehila, Jr. Cong.
5:45pm In-person/Zoom |Service Service 5:45pm In-person/Zoom |No afternoon/evening 4:06pm Candle Lighting
Service 7:30pm Board of Service service 5pm Kabbalat Shabbat
Directors Meeting (BEKI
Library)
3 Kislev 4 Kislev 5 Kislev 6 Kislev 7 Kislev 8 Kislev 9 Kislev
30
No BINA
9:30am In-person/Zoom Mark Your Calendar
Service
5:45pm In-person/Zoom
Service Dec. 14 First Night of Hanukkah
Jan. 10 Bar Mitzvah of Asher Jacoby
Jan. 31 Bat Mitzvah of Naomi Rivers
10 Kislev

Fridays
7 am Shaharit

Saturdays
9:15am Shaharit

5 pm Kabbalat Shabbat
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Beth El-Keser Israel
85 Harrison Street
New Haven CT 06515

Advertise in the Bulletin Easy Fundraiser
Would you like your ad here in the coming year? Each month, the The Stop & Shop gift cards sold by the
BEKI bulletin reaches over 700 households, most of them in the BEKI office are debit cards for groceries or
New Haven area. Check with Peggy in the BEKI office about our gasoline. This is an ongoing fundraiser that
variety of ad rates. costs you nothing. Contact Peggy
office@beki.org to arrange pickup.

Join BEKI on Facebook
Everyone is encouraged to join the BEKI Facebook group.
You’ll enjoy the humor, community information, and links to cul-
tural opportunities. You’ll want to choose the private group with the
stained-glass window image. Just ask to join. (The BEKI page with
the hamsa is the public-facing page, which has few postings).

All services are also available on Zoom except
Friday night and Saturday morning.

Sunday 9:30 am Wednesday 7 am
Sunday 5:45 pm Wednesday 5:45 pm
E-Statements Monday 7 am Thursday 8:15 am
Due to rising costs and BEKI’s efforts to be more Earth- Monday 5:45 pm Thursday 6:45 pm
friendly, we have transitioned to e-statements and e-yahrzeits. If Tuesday 7 am Friday 7 am
you prefer to receive them by paper, please contact the BEKI of- Tuesday 5:45 pm Friday 5 pm
fice at office@beki.org or 203-389-2108 x114. The BEKI Green Saturday 9:15 am

Team supports BEKI’s movement toward paperless communica-

For the latest information on services, check
tions and hopes the community will also.

Happenings or email bekitefilla@gmail.com

BEKI Bulletin November 2025 Follow us on social media n @ Visit us at www.beki.org
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